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United in Service, Leadership & Education Since 1971 

 
Recipie nts of the 2008  HEAP Awards A nnounced:  

 
The Connecticut Horse Council, Inc. congratulates the winners of the 2008 HEAP 
Awards. These horse farms strive to be environmentally friendly, and their efforts 
are appreciated. For more information about HEAP, please contact Carol Donzella 
at 203-284-3663. For information about Connecticut Horse Council, please visit 
www.cthorsecouncil.org. 
 
The HEAP award honors those horse owners who take pride in being good 
stewards of the land and good neighbors to those who share our common water 
resources. 
 
Horse owners that qualify for the award are those who implement good manure, 
pasture and facility management practices such as covering manure piles, 
diverting rain water away from barnyards, installing fencing to keep horses out of 
ponds and streams, utilizing a sacrifice area, installing gutters on barns, and 
testing pasture soils. 
 
Evaluators review the practices being implemented and provide a score based on 
how these practices decrease or eliminate impacts to the environment. If a 
qualifying score is achieved, the horse owner receives an attractive, Horse Farm 
of Environmental Distinction sign to proudly display at their facility.  

What Is HEAP?  

The Horse Environmental Awareness Program (HEAP) is a coalition of federal, 
state, and local agencies, organizations, and individuals interested in educating 
horse owners on Best Management Practices to protect the environment. 

The efforts of the group are funded by educational funds available through the 
United States Department of Agriculture's Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP).  

The group has created an awareness video entitled "Good Horsekeeping - 
Managing Manure to Protect the Environment" (15 min.), plans a series of local 
workshops, and is presenting the Horse Farm of Environmental Distinction Award 
Program for Connecticut. 

Participating members include the Connecticut Department of Environmental 
Protection, The Connecticut Farm Bureau, The Connecticut Horse Council, 
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Connecticut Soil & Water Conservation Districts, King’s Mark Resource 
Conservation & Development Area, University of Connecticut Cooperative 
Extension System, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

 
2008 

Horse Farms of Environmental Distinction Award Recipients : 
 

Susan Ayers  
Birch Meadow Farm, Tolland 

 
Sandra and Matt Belcourt  
River’s Edge Farm, Hamden 

 
Judy Beliveau  

Oxford 
 

Heidi Boggini  
Tolland 

 
Charles Conn  

Far Meadow Farm, Morris 
 

Heidi and Patrick Corrigan  
Regal Bay Farm, Tolland 

 
Cindy Gaudino  

Middlecourt Farm, Middletown 
 

Cornelia Hamilton  
Grandview Stable Uptown, Columbia 

 
Courtland Kinne  

Steery/Kinne Farm, Jewett City 
 

Michael Lutz  
Ponsette Plains Farm, Higganum 

 
Carla Nelson  

Fairfield County Hunt Club, Westport 
 

Sara and John OÕConnell  
Cortabel Farm LLC, Bloomfield 

 
Ray of Light Farm Stables at East Haddam  

East Haddam 
 

Julie Shepherd  
White Wood Farm, Killingworth 
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Spring Meadow Farm  
Milford 

 
Holly Sundmaker  

High Hopes, Old Lyme 
 

Dorothy Valle  
Flying Equestrian Preserve, Oxford 

 
Mary Wozniak  

Little River Farm, Clinton 
 

Karen Yarish  
Whispering Brook Farm, Columbia 


