Helpful Tips

When spesking with legidators or other
dected officids, be brief and to the point.

When writing letters or spesking a public
heerings, avoid using industry jargon - it
confuses people.

If you cannot atend a public heering or
medting, ask if you can submit written
comments. Letters should be kept to one
page if possble, and contain your contact
information.

Do not be drad to admit tha you do not
know the answer to aquegtion; get contact
informaion and follow up with the
answer.

Never make accusations or derogetory
comments about others, even when they
disagree with you.

Before teking any action, research your
issues thoroughly - both the pros and
cons.

Communicate frequently with other
goups Make sure they are aware of your
issue and ask them for hdp.

Think bigt Use every tool and invite
gakeholders outside of the industry.

Pay close dtention to daes, heerings and
meeting times. You will not automaticaly
be notified of events so pay dose atention
to the process make cdls to dected
officids and check webstes frequently for
updaes

If you do not succeed the firg time, get
back in the saddle and try agan. Most
legidation and reguldions are not passed
on the firg try. Resseess and make
corrections as needed.

Additional Resources

Useful websitesfor additiond information
dso include the following:

¥
¥

League of Women Voters wwwIiwv.org

US Housse of Representaives
www . house.gov

U.S Senae www.senate.gov

Thomas. ThisaLibrary of Congress ste
for searching such things as federd
voting records and for tracking federd
legidation. www thomas.loc.gov

Project Vote Smat adso compiles
independent information on candidates
running for office www.vote-smart.org

The Connecticut Generd Assembly
provides links to the CT legidaorsO
home pages, as wdl as voting higory
and current bill status. www .cgact.gov

For loca eections & referendums, vist
your town webste, and town library.
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L egislative Process

Enacting legidation can be a complex
process, and is often very confusing for the
public. Every state has its own procedures,
and even the federa government has
variations between the House and Senate
chambers

In brief, if alaw is passed on the federd
level, then it applies to the entire United
Saes and dl its juridictions. If a law is
enacted by a sae, this means that the law
only gppliesto tha date.

Each gae varies dightly in their progression
to passage, but the same basic concepts
goply to dl. Fird, a Representaive or a
Senator will introduce the Bill a or near the
gart of the legidative session. Then it must
be passed through both chambers (House &
Senae) by a mgority vote. Findly, the
Governor must sgn it. The same process
goplies to federd legidation except that the
President signs Bills.

But, prior to being voted upon, the Bill must
be assgned to and voted upon by a
Committee. This gartsimmediaely &fter aBill
is assigned a number and OntroducedOto the
floor (the sponsoring legidator explans the Bill
and its purpose to her or his chamber). The
Bill is then assigned to one or more
GcommitteesO A Commiittee is a pand of
legidators given overdght of a certan topic.
For example, in Connecticut, Bills relding to
animds or agriculture will be sent to the
CEnvironment Committee O

The Bill typicdly is voted on by the Committee
before it can be sent to the House or Senate
for those votes On occason, aBill will be sent
to more than one Committee, especidly if it
has multiple issues to be addressed, such as
funding, procedurd changes, or crimind
pendties

Mog importantly, when a Bill is before a
Committee, a public heering is held so people
may tegify in support or oppostion. This is
your opportunity to make your voice heard! |If
you cannot atend the public hearing, ask if
written tegtimony will be accepted. Regardless
of whether or not you submit testimony & the
public hearing, you can 4ill contact your
dected officids to share your viewpoints with
them. They may not st on the Bill®
Committee; however they can 4ill influence
the Bill@progress

Alo, a Bill may be GamendedO & any time
during the process Amendments make
changes to a Bill. These range from minor
technicd revisons, to complete changesin the
language and intent of the Bill. It is not
unusud to see more than one amendment
ateched to a hill, especidly if it is very
controversd.

Once abill has been passed by both the House
and Sende, it can dther be Sgned into effect
by the Governor (or Presdent), or vetoed,
which means the Governor/ Preddent rejects
the bill and it mug dat egan. The
Governor/ Presdent may dso teke no action
on the Bill, in which cese it passes by defaullt. If
the Governor vetoes a Bill, it may Hill be
pased if it is returned to the House and
Senae, and isfavorably voted on again by each
chamber with support of a leagt two-thirds of
itstotd membership.

L ettersto L egislators or Committees:

Letters to legidators must convey sgnificant
informaion in a vey limted forma.
Legidators receive large volumes of mail on a
daly bads and it is alegdative ad who most
often reviews these letters before they are
pased on to the legidaor. Therefore, it is
imperdive tha your Ietter be brief and hasthe
intent conveyed dealy from the dart.
Remember to include the Bill number and title,
a wdl as your name and contact information.
Always be regpectful and polite, and provide

factud information without making derogatory
remaks Letters submitted as testimony to
public hearings should follow the same format.

It isimportant to note tha if you plan to testify
a& a public heaing on behdf of any
organization, that you firg confirm with that
goup tha you have authority to act as their
repreentative.

Be aware tha when spesking a a hearing, your
time may be limited, often to just two or three
minutes per person. If you do not fed that you
can present dl the necessary information in a
limited time frame, condder Solitting
informaion between yoursdf and another
person. This dlows you to both present
different, but useful informetion.

L ocating your Elected Official:

If you are unsure who your dected officids are,
there are saverd ways to locate them. Usudly,
towns are broken down into digrict numbers
Therefore, each legidator has adidrict that can
be made up of multiple towns To determine
your didrict and the name of your legidator,
you can cdl your town hdl. You may dso go
to your respective state webste (if availeble) or
cdl your Secretary of Sae® office. The
Seoretary of Sae can be found in the blue
pages of your phone book or by cdling
directory essgance

N otes:

Be careful not to confuse QegidationO with
Oeguldion & they follow different
procedures Legidaion is rddive to the
enacting of laws, wheress aregulaion isarule
or policy written by an agency or boad that
hasoverdght of an issue.

Please be aware that this brochure is meant as
a brief outline only. The legidative process is
much more complex than can be explained in
detdl here. Contact organizations such as your
local Horse Coundil or Farm Bureau for more
specific advice on ective legidation.



