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Check out our new website at www.cthorsecouncil.org 

 

2010 SPRING NEWSLETTER 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Thank you to all who have joined the CT Horse Council for 2010.  A reminder for those that 
have not paid their dues ï please take the time now to send in your dues.  The 2010 
application is on pages 35-36 of this newsletter. Thank you in advance for your continued 
support. 
 
Our supporting organizations and business members are listed on pages 28-32 and will be 
posted up on our new website shortly. 
 

We have a Calendar Photo Contest ð See page 3 for details!  

 
Have a fun and safe Spring & Summer!   
 

Attention All Trail Riders - Attached is a Press Release from the Department of 

Environmental Protection reminding trail users of the rules and using trail etiquette. 
Please take the time to read this and remember to respect the trails and other people  
out on the trails.   Page 18 
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Your CHC Representation around the stateé 
 

Legislation  UPDATE: 
Unfortunately The Connecticutôs General Assembly 2010 session came to an end 
without the passing of HB 5457: AN ACT ENHANCING PENALTIES FOR HARM 
TO VULNERABLE USERS OF A PUBLIC WAY.  
 
The bill would have enhanced penalties for criminally negligent drivers that injure or 
kill vulnerable users like pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians, highway workers and 
first responders outside their vehicles, among others.  
 
CHC President Amy Stegall worked with Representative Kehoe on this bill to 
include equestrians.  While there was little opposition to the bill, time restraints on 
the session left the bill short of a vote by the Senate. 
 
We will hopefully see this bill come up in the next legislative session.  Thank you to 
all who wrote to their representatives and senators asking for their support. 

 
Good News ï Coventry Economic Development Equine Forum 
CHC President Amy Stegall, Shelly Fetterhoff, Doug Dubitsky, Joan Nichols (CT 
Farm Bureau), Heather Hicks (Granby Horse Council) and Dr. Jenifer Nadeau 
(UCONN) participated at the Coventry Economic Development Forum.  Amy 
reports that there were over 40 people in attendance and that this was a PRO 
HORSE town meeting.  Discussion covered linking horse friendly trails with open 
space, private lands and state land.   CHC informed them about our educational 
brochures including the Roadsafe and Share the Trail.   There were ideas of 
building an equestrian subdivision; homes on large acreage which would be all 
horse farms, with linking bridle trails etc.  Also covered was disaster planning and 
Fire Prevention training that CHC could provide.  CHC will follow up with more 
information to the town officials. 
.   
Equine Advisory Council News: 
Diane Ciano was appointed to the Council for the 5th Congressional District.  We 
are awaiting one last appointment for the 4th District.  The next EAC meeting is 
scheduled for June15th 6:00pm, Northeast Utilities Building.  All are welcome. 
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Calendar Photo Contest 

 

 

Seeking entries for the 2011 CT Horse Council Calendar contest! 
 
Youôve always known it, but now you can prove to everyone that your horse is truly 
a picture of beauty.  Submit an original photo of your horse (or other horse related 
photo) to us by August 15, 2010 and yours may be selected for inclusion in the 
2011 CT Horse Council Members Calendar.  If we select your photo, youôll win 
more than just bragging rights ï youôll also receive a free calendar and your 
membership dues will be covered for one year.  Youôll also be recognized in the CT 
Horse Council Newsletter as a contributor and receive attribution for your photo in 
the calendar.   
 
This is a great way for you to not only show off your horse, but help the CT Horse 
Council in the process.  Please note that we can only accept high resolution 
electronic submissions in JPG format, and that all photos submitted for judging 
become the property of the CT Horse Council.  It is important that you submit only 
original work, and include the following: 
 

 Name of photographer 

 Name of Horse 

 A one-paragraph explanation of your photo  
 
So start searching for those precious shots you always wanted to show your friends 
ï perhaps your photo will hang on the walls of barns throughout the state for the 
entire year!   
___________________________________________ 
Entries will be received until August 15, 2010.  All entries received after that date 
will be considered for next yearôs calendar.   
 
By submitting a photo, you also agree to transfer copyright for the photo to the CT 
Horse Council for reproduction in the CT Horse Council calendar and other 
promotional and fundraising materials. 
 

Please submit photos via email to:   

photocontest@cthorsecouncil.org.  
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STATE LEGISLATORS  
 
 

    
 

             
 
 
 
 

Representative DebraLee Hovey 
Monroe 

 
Thank You Representative Hovey for your support to 
the equestrian community. 
 
Rep. Hovey was responsible for the proposal of HB 5457:  

 AN ACT PRESERVING CERTAIN HORSE TRAILS 
that established certain trails to be recognized as 
historically used by equestrians.  The 7 trails in the bill 
passed in 2008 were: 
(1) Larkin State Park; (2) Airline State Park (3) Hop River 
State (4) Moosup Valley State Park  (5) Huntington State 
Park (6) Natchaug State Forest trails; and (7) Cockaponset 
State Forest trails. 
  Instrumental in establishing the CT Equine Advisory 
Council 
 

 

 
Representative Thomas J. Kehoe 

Glastonbury 
 

Thank You Representative Kehoe for your support 
to the equestrian community. 
 

Representative Kehoe is on the Legislative 
Transportation Committee and has been instrumental 
of including equestrians on our state Dept. of 
Transportation (DOT) enhancement programs for 
improving roadways, signage and the educational 
Road Share Program.   
   
HB 5457: AN ACT ENHANCING PENALTIES FOR 
HARM TO VULNERABLE USERS OF A PUBLIC 
WAY. Purpose: To protect vulnerable users of a 
public way by enhancing penalties for operators of 
motor vehicles whose careless driving causes serious 
physical injury or death to a pedestrian, bicyclist or 
other vulnerable user of a public way. 
 

22001100    CCoonnnneecctt iiccuutt   HHoorrssee  CCoouunncciill  

  AAwwaarrddss  CCeerreemmoonnyy  
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Laurie Giannotti 
Trails & Greenways Coordinator 

 
CHC recognizes and thanks Laurie for her efforts and 
support to communicate and work with the equestrian 
community.   
 

As Trails & Greenways Coordinator for DEP, Laurie is 
responsible for the States Recreational Trails and Greenways 
Small Grants Programs in addition to trails and greenways 
planning, policy and management of CTôs Trails Database.  
In this capacity Laurie serves as the chair of the Recreational 
Trails Advisory Committee and the DEPôs Trails Committee 
and as a member of the DEPôs Property Acquisition Review 
Committee.  Laurie is the DEPôs liaison for the Connecticut 
Equine Advisor Council.  She has also served on the State 
Bike & Pedestrian Planning Advisory Committee and various 
CT greenway planning committees.   
 

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt   ooff  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  PPrrootteecctt iioonn  

Scott Dawley 
Eastern DEP District Operations Supervisor of State Parks & Forests 

 
Honoring Scott for his past and continued support of the equestrian community and his 
support of multiple use designation for trails. 
 
Scottôs job responsibilities include a multitude of responsibilities that include the day to day 
operations of facilities and the overseeing of all State Parks & Forest lands east of the Connecticut 
River.  He has been with DEP for 29 years ïthe past 3 as District Supervisor.  Scott serves on the 
DEP Trails Committee in Hartford.   
 

Previously he has been, and still continues to be the Supervisor for Pachaug State Forest, our 
largest forest, 28,000 acres in Voluntown, CT for the past 26 years.  This forest includes one of two 
horse camps in our state.  
 

Scott was instrumental in getting two new solar toilets installed at the Frog Hollow Horse Camp as 
well as getting 3 trail systems approved to be permanently marked in the forest as multi-use trails.  
With the help of DEPôs Tom Nosalôs maps, CHC mapped a 5 - 10 & 15 mile looped trail system and 
will be marking it this year. 
  
The CT Horse Council is in much appreciation of Scottôs lifetime work and commitment to promote 
forest use to all groups.  
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 Carol Birdsey with President Amy Stegall 

 

OOffffiicceerrss  &&  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrss  

Carol Birdsey 
 

Honoring Carol for her 29 years of service 
to the Connecticut Horse Council. 
 

Carol is booth our Membership & Booth 
Chairperson.  She also has held the position 
as CHC Secretary in the past. 
 

Her volunteer service of both these major 
committees comprises of many devoted hours 
of which CHC appreciates her dedication. 
 

Besides her service to CHC, Carol has been a 
4-H Leader over 30 years, a member of the 
Middlesex County 4-H Advisory Committee, a 
4-H program Assistant for Middlesex County 
and the CT State Coordinator for New 
England 4-H Horse program. 

 

 
Officer Keith Williams 

DEP Environmental Conservation Police Officer 
 

Appreciation Award Recipient for investigation of the 
Larkin Bridle Trail incident 

 
Office Williams works as an EnCon Police Officer.  This job 
responsibility is to serve as the primary police agency 
within our state parks and forests. Officers conduct patrol 
work within our state parks and forests to act as a deterrent 
to such criminal activity. 
  

 Enforcement against the illegal use of ATVs on state lands 

 
 

 

has been brought to the forefront by an incident on the Larkin State Bridle Trail where a horseback 
rider was seriously injured when two ATVs trespassed directly on the trail and left the scene of the 
accident they caused. 
 
Officer Williams has been conducting an ongoing investigation concerning this criminal trespass 
by ATVs on the Larkin State Bridle Trail. 
  

Officer Williams patrols of the trail by ATV and on foot have been noted by local trail users.  Trail 
users sighting an ATV on the trail were quite surprised to discover upon closer inspection, that the 
ATVs were actually DEP Officers on patrol! 
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Both Fred and Cheryl are founding 
members & officers of the New England 
Arabian Trail Organization (NEATO) and 
serve on Region 16 of the Arabian Horse 
Association. 
 
Fred has also served as an officer and 
board member of the Arabian Horse Club 
of Connecticut and the Connecticut Horse 
Shows Association. 
 

 
 

 

Cheryl Mastele 
 

Honoring Cheryl for her 10 years of service to 
the Connecticut Horse Council. 
Cheryl has served as our CHC Treasurer for the 
past 10 years.  She also helps with the CHC booth 
at the Equine Affair and UCONN Symposium. 
Cheryl has also been a member of the Volunteer 
Horse Patrol since its beginning in 2003. 
 

Cheryl is an appointed representative from the 
Town of Durham for the New England National 
Scenic Trail Stewardship Council. 
 

 

Fred Mastele 
 

Honoring Fred Mastele for his 10 years of service to 
the Connecticut Horse Council. 
Fred has served as 1st Vice President for the CT Horse 
Council for 9 years.  He also has served the Council in 
Public Relations and as the past editor of the 
Newsletter for several years. 
 

Fred has also been a member of the Volunteer Horse 
Patrol since its beginning in 2003. 
 

Fred is a representative from the Town of Durham for 
the New England National Scenic Trail Stewardship 
Council and is a member of the Trail Management and 
Maintenance Committee and serves as Chairman of the 
Trail Use Committee. 
 
 
 

 
 

Meg Sautter 
 
Honoring Meg for her service to the 
Connecticut Horse Council and the Volunteer 
Horse Patrol. 
 

Meg is a member of the Board of Directors of CHC 
And is the News Letter Editor for CHC.   
 
Meg joined the Volunteer Horse Patrol in 2003 and 
since then, has become a Co-Supervisor. 
She is the also the CPR / First Aid Instructor for the 
Program. 
 
Meg serves on the CT Equine Advisory Council 
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Kowboy Ken Forcier 
 

Honoring Kowboy for his heroic act of coming 
to the aid of a fallen rider on the Larkin State 
Bridle Trail who was left by two ATVers after 
they caused an accident and fled the scene. 
 

Kowboy Ken is a member of the Volunteer Horse 
Patrol. 
Ken has been a co-leader of the Pineview 4-H 
Horsemen for the past 17 years. 
He is a member of the CT Trail Riders Association, 
CT Renegades and CT Mounted Shooting. 
 

Daisy Gmitter 
 

In grateful appreciation of her time and work in revising 
the CT Horse Councilôs Website.  
 

Daisy has taken on the position as the CHC Webmaster. 
Daisy has spent countess hours updating the site and 
enhancing its image as well as adding several tools so that 
we can receive and disseminate information easily.   
 
Daisy is a member of the Volunteer Horse Patrol. 
 
She has been a member of the Cheshire Horse Council 
since 2002 where she has held positions of secretary, 
webmaster communication and trips organizer. 

Alesia DiFederico 
 
Honoring Alesia for her service to the 
Connecticut Horse Council and the 
Volunteer Horse Patrol. 
 

Alesia joined the Volunteer Horse Patrol in 
2008 and since then, has been the ñbehind 
the scenesò person who has helped CHC 
with acquiring zoning, legislative and legal 
information in order for the organization to 
address equestrian issues as they come up. 
 

Alesia is the secretary for the Southbury 
Horse & Livestock Association. 
 


