Connecticut Horse Council

"Horsemen United in Leadership, Service and Education”

Check out our website at www.cthorsecouncil.org

2020 FALL NEWSLETTER

Thank you to all who have renewed their membership and to all our new members. We are a
non- profit volunteer legislative advocacy group representing all horse interests in CT.

We monitor all issues that have an impact on the horse industry. The Connecticut Horse Council

is member supported by individuals and organizations representing every facet of the horse

industry including owners, breeders, veterinarians, farr i er s, br eed organi zat.
associations, commercial suppliers and town horse councils. CHC represents equestrian

interest with representation on the Connecticut Greenways Council and the Connecticut

Equine Advisory Council. We provide information on Legislation, Road Safety, Trails, Zoning,

Barn Fire Training i CT Horse 911, Fire Prevention & Emergency Disaster Preparedness and

produce educational brochures for the public. We are an affiliate of the American Horse

Council, whose primary concern is to oversee federal legislation, including taxes, which affect

the horse industry.

CHC has partnered with CT Horse Magazine. Your CHC membership will includes your
subscription to the magazine delivered to your address.

Our supporting organizations and business members are listed on pages 21-25 and are also
posted up on our website. Club, Organizations, Business & Professional support is only $40.00
per year - all posted on our web site and in our Newsletters.

We look forward to helping our communities in all aspects of horse life, education and
care. Support your state organization, get up to date information on legislation, policies and
more.

The CHC, Inc., can only be as strong as its membership. Please join us and work
together to protect your interests for today and tomorrow! See pages 27-28 for a 2021
application.  If you have already renewed, thank you for your support.


http://www.cthorsecouncil.org/membership
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CT Horse Council is Part of IGive

Want to help out the CT Horse Council? We are a part of igive.com. Just go to igive.com.
Choose CT Horse Council as your cause. Use the iGive Button at over 1,700 online stores.
CT Horse Council will get money i free! Please help whenever you can! Thanks in advance!
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A message from the President: The Best of What We AreX ®

There is an old Chinese saying that when transl ated
times. o0 While this may seem on the surface to be a
Chinese curse. Li vi ng éragoddithmg, asrwe lsaveialhegperteniceddiving i s nev
through this most fAinterestingd of years. I't is in

we are. In interesting times, the veneer of civility is frequently stripped away to reveal the true inner self,
which is often not pretty.

It is during these times, however, that we also discover the best of who we are. A few weeks back, | was

fortunate to experience an event that exposed the best of who we are as a horse community. The

backdrop was the catastrophic loss of a barn due to fire. This is far too common and something the

Horse Council wants to address in the coming year, but on this day all | could do was watch as the barn
burned to the ground. That i ®vetseéeaithameh, cpuatrydurselfof cour
blessed, for when you do you will never want to see it again. Inside all tragedies, however, lies the

opportunity to rise above and prove what is true, and noble, and good.

This is what | saw that day in the horse community in and around Ellington CT. Before the fire was even
out, this community self-mobilized to collect the 30+ horses that had been chased out of the barn as the
fire raged towards them. These horses ran great distances, driven by fear and adrenaline, and had to be
caught to avoid even more tragedy. As | drove around in my vehicle keeping eyes peeled, | withessed
many other horse people doing the same. Many had hooked up their trailers to help transport these
horses back to the barn and provide temporary shelter until things could be figured out. That evening
other volunteers showed up to help erect temporary stalls that were acquired from who-knows-where.
Others offered hay and anything else that would be useful, all without an expectation of any return. It was
an amazing response from an amazing community.

This response reflected the best of what we are. Without direction or sense of self, people just headed

out into the rain to help out a fellow horse barn in any way they could. Some of these people were
Democrats, some wer e Re p hibHainreguned help and they werentldete torgiaet t e r .
it. It was a beautiful sight that made me proud to be part of this community. What | learned here is

something worth repeating - that the things that unite us are greater than the things that divide us. As we

live in this most interesting of times, | think it is good to keep that in mind.

Ron Hocutt President i CT Horse Council
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ABOUT:

Members of the Connecticut Greenways Council are appointed by the Governor and the leaders
of the General Assembly. Their duties include advising and assisting in the coordination of state
agencies, municipalities, regional planning organizations and private citizens in voluntarily
planning and implementing a system of greenways; providing assistance to state agencies,
municipalities, regional planning organizations and private citizens in the technical aspects of
planning, designing and implementing greenways, including advice on securing state, federal
and nongovernmental grants; and establishing criteria for designation of greenways. Many
Council members have had direct experience with trail and greenway development, and they
can provide valuable insight into the development of successful local and regional projects.

Our CHC Representative is Stacey Stearns

Greenways in Connecticut cover thousands of acres throughout every county in the state and
may include paved or unpaved trail systems, ridgelines, or linked parcels of open space. Many
other communities around Connecticut have chosen, through greenway designation, to
recognize the importance of river corridors for natural resource protection, recreational
opportunities, and scenic values. The CT Greenways Council website contains details on how to
get designations, assistance and a map of our State Greenways.

For more information on the CT Greenways Council go to:
http://www.ct.gov/deep/greenways
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http://www.ct.gov/deep/greenways

CT Greenways Council Annual Awards
presented on October 1, 2020 to 3 equestrian winners

The CT Greenways Awards ceremony took place at Charter Oak Park in Manchester recognizing the
outstanding work of our statewide trail advocates. CHC was excited to see three equestrian award winners:
Meg Sautter, CHC Volunteer Horse Patrol Supervisor, Penny Foisey, and the Junior mounted patrol from the
Ebony Horsewomen. There were 10 awards given from a very competitive pool of applicants that was
received. Congratulations to our equestrian award winners on their well-deserved awards and a heartfelt
thank you to all equestrians that contribute to our trails and greenways in Connecticut. Another special thank
you goes to Stacey Stearns, our CT Horse Council representative on the CT Greenways Council

Meg Sautter CTGreenways Counciolunteer Award

Meg Sautter of Newington, was a late entrant (2000) into the equestrian world. Her total emersion since,
has included becoming an integral part of the Connecticut Horse Council Volunteer Horse Patrol (VHP)
since its inception in 2003. She soon became a Co-Supervisor for the Statewide program and a very
active participant.

The VHP is a partnership with the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection that provides trail
updates to DEEP and services including general information, directions, and first aid to fellow trail users
and trail maintenance that includes clearing.

Meg frequently patrols several of the state parks and forests throughout the State including the Larkin
State Bridal Trail, and has worked in locations completing major trail clearing projects and the re-
vamping of the Lost Silver Mine Horse Camp in Natchaug State Forest.

She serves on the Connecticut Horse Council Board of Directors and the Connecticut Equine Advisory
Council since its inception. She enjoys seeing her fellow trail users out on the trail, allowing them to
greet her horse, take a photo, or offer directions and information on the trail and helps to educate all
users on Trail Etiquette.

Meg is an American Red Cross CPR instructor and offers classes for fellow equestrians (and others
interested) to become certified. She is a member of several equine organizations and a valued
contributor to the equine community.



Penny Foisey, the Connecticut Horse Council
Volunteer Horse Patrol Coordinator for Mashamoquet
State Park and Pomfret nominated to receive the CT
Greenways \WhhnuteecAwhrd.sPenny also
patrols on private lands and worked to create a 20-mile
trails system. She is the founder and president of
Pomfret Horse and Trail Association (PHTA) and an
avid volunteer and trail advocate.

PHTA formed in 2007 to preserve existing trails and create new ones. Beginning in the fall of 2014, and

working closely with DEEP Park Supervisor Lori Lindquist, PHTA was able to resurrect an old section of trail

in Mashamoquet Brook State Park. PHTA also does all of the trail maintenance on the horse trail in

Mashamoquet, as well as several other trails throughout the town; totaling 25 miles of trail stewardship. This

trail connects Wolf Den Drive to the Baker Hollow and Barrett Ridge trails creating a loop of approximately

six miles. About half of this trail has been permanently marked with red blazes. This is excellent woods riding

with old homesteads and beauti ful stonewall s. -ajpou ac
abandoned settlement. You can find the Baker Hollow trail as a road on the circa 1869 Pomfret map. Barrett

Ridge is an amazing old cart path that climbs one of the highest ridges in town. Leaving the park, you enter

into a piece of property the Town purchased to conserve, in hopes of creating a trail into the state park.

Penny and PHTA have been extremely well supported by their town in efforts to expand the trail network.

Crossing Jericho Road to the north side you continue on their red blaze trail through another Town piece and

into New EnglandFor est ryés Chase/ Ki mball Preserve and eventua
ride your horse all day from this point.

The Ebony Horsewomen Junior Mounted Patrol
(JMP) program is nominated to receive the CT
Greenways @omouniy Jordnection Award.
The JMP was designed to help young African-American
and Latino men gain useful insight and skills on how to
become productive members of their communities,
through the image of America's most cherished icon,
The American Cowboy.

The young program participants convene every
week under the guidance of adult male leaders, for inspiration, education, and to provide community service

as Mounted Park Rangers for the Ci4dgeKenkeyPdk mhef or dés be
mentorship, combined with specialized horsemanship training, encourage young men to become confident

and civic-minded leaders. The JMP program has been active for many years, and they patrol the park every

Sunday. They report downed trees, trail improvements needed, and other issues to the Keney Park

Sustainability Committee. Volunteers from Ebony Horsewomen, including members of the JMP help with trail

mai ntenance as wel | . Ebony Horsewomend6s mission is t
lives through the use of the Equine Assisted Growth and Learning-(EAGALA) model. We use equine

assisted therapy and therapeutic riding, along with educational programs, to cultivate leaders, prevent risky

behaviors, and encourage academic achievement. https://www.ebonyhorsewomen.us/our-programs-
about/ehi-equine-youth-programs/ehi-junior-mounted-patrol-program



https://www.ebonyhorsewomen.us/our-programs-about/ehi-equine-youth-programs/ehi-junior-mounted-patrol-program
https://www.ebonyhorsewomen.us/our-programs-about/ehi-equine-youth-programs/ehi-junior-mounted-patrol-program
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Volunteer Horse Patrol

Welcome New VHP member Laura Claman & Timely Writer aka (TAG) - Somers, CT]|

Larkin State Bridle Trail

ATVs, motorcycles and off-road vehicles 1 all illegal use has sky rocketed on the Larkin and private
lands of the Middlebury Land Trust (MBLA) *Note the land trust is only open to members of the
MBLA i damaging trails, moving boulders blocking entrances, reckless driving encounters with other
trail users and trespassing on private lands has been causing a lot of havoc. Most of this activity is
being reported in the Middlebury area of: Allerton Rd., Shadduck Rd., Wooster Street, South Street,
Long Meadow and the Middlebury Land Trust property off Wooster street as well as the powerlines.

DEEP and Middlebury police have been notified and CHC is working with them and the MBLA to help
report incidents.

In response to this the CHC-VHP placed Multi-Use Trail Signs up on Larkin Bridle Trail. The CHC
purchased the triangular multi-use signs and they have been put up on street crossings of the 11-mile
stretch. CHC is in contact with DEEP to put up gates, as boulders are constantly moved illegally.

CHC-VHP and members of the Middlebury Bridle Lands and worked hard in establishing more patrols
because of the high usage of illegal motorized vehicles on the trail and also trespassing on private lands.
Special thanks to ShawnalLee Kwashnak, Sylvia & Tom Preston. We need more volunteers to join VHP
for patrols from Pope Rd to Jeremy Swamp Rd.
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CHC has Multi-Use signs if anyone would like to put them up on trails in their area (with permission).



Thank you to the CHC members that are wearing their vests or shirts to identify and
promote the CHC-VHP!

Ruth Strontzer Denise Ciano

Vevette Greenberg Christel Maturo



