Barn Fires: What you can do now!

Barn fires are one of the most common emergencies at equine facilities. A little bit of work and preparation now can help prevent heartache or panic in the future.  
Prevention begins by looking around your barn and property:
· Most barn fires are caused by faulty electrical, so farm owners should be checking wiring continuously, be careful with extension cords, and electrical components are free of dust or cobwebs
· Smoking should never be allowed around barns
· Keep combustibles away from ignition sources – blankets in winter near heat sources
· Sweep up excess straw and hay, removing fuel sources
· Clear the exterior perimeter of your barn of weeds, wood piles, debris as a fire break. Ideally, have at least 3 feet clear
· Keep barn aisles and farm yards clean and clutter free
· Buildings should have lightning rods installed
· Keep halters and lead ropes for each horse on their stall to help with a quick evacuation
Common Causes of Barn Fires:
· Cigarettes and matches
· Sparks from welding/machinery/farrier 
· Motors
· Heaters 
· Electrical Appliances
· Fence Chargers
· Faulty wiring and fixtures
· Batteries
· Chemicals
Plan Ahead: A monthly inspection and maintenance plan will seem intimidating at first, but once it is underway, the time to inspect and maintain will reduce greatly!
· Involve your boarders by assigning them an inspection task each month
· If you are a boarder, approach the owner about a plan or with offers of assistance
· Keep a record of your inspections and maintenance activity. You will find it helpful to see where problems re-occur and will help you lay out an annual maintenance plan and forecast future facility needs
Fire Extinguishers: 
· If the fire is small, a fire extinguisher can quickly put it out. However, if the fire is bigger than an extinguisher can handle, wait for the professionals.
· Always read the labels to ensure they are properly rated for the type of building and conditions
· Generally, an ABC rated extinguisher will be appropriate for most barns
· Place extinguishers at every entrance, in every vehicle, and in all the surrounding outbuildings
· Check them periodically to see that they are fully charged, and at the same time, give them a shake to loosen the chemicals inside
Smoke Detectors and Sprinklers:
· Smoke detectors like those used in homes are not recommended, as the environment in a barn will render them useless
· Flame, heat, and thermal detectors are good options, but have a professional install them and link to a central monitoring system
· Sprinkler systems are a proven and effective fire prevention tool, but the cost of a sprinkler system will depend on your location and water source
Have A Plan!
· Have an evacuation plan in place should a fire occur and make sure all boarders, workers, and managers know what to do in case a fire starts in any location on property
· Have emergency numbers posted around property, with the farm address posted on the list in case the person calling doesn’t know it
· Make sure neighbors have your phone number to contact you in case they see something while you are not home
· Plan fire drills with all people involved with your farm so there is no confusion when an emergency occurs. Mix up the time and scenarios
· Invite local first responders to your farm so they can become familiar with your layout. Show them how to access the barns, stalls, and where water sources are located
· Make sure your address is clearly visible from the roadway
[image: A blue and white flag with horses in a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Planning ahead today can help prevent a disaster in the future. Taking small steps today will make you prepared for tomorrow.
Please visit 
cthorsecouncil.org 
for more information
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