[bookmark: _Hlk158902443]Connecticut Horse Council
April 1, 2025 Minutes  - Highlights
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        FACEBOOK:  Current information on Legislation, Events and Informative information goes up quickly.  Diane, Carol and Ruth have been posting.
WEBSITE:  No updates have been done.  Material is ready to go up:
· News Alerts & Events Page –Winter Festival needs to come down.  Animal Health & Welfare Needs information
· Cathy Languerand will be submitting articles for this page. CT Horse 911 – Danielle Borrelli will be submitting her CT Horse Fire Safety Power Point that will go up.                     
· Publications – Winter Newsletter needs to be put up along with February Meeting Highlights.  Diane will work on Spring Newsletter to go up.  By-Laws: Need to be changed from vote on meeting dates and to go up
Equine Links: This is outdated and needs to be redone.
Add Links Horse Organizations to Businesses and with write up on their  organization, website, Facebook page links, Add more CT related information such as Horse Therapy & Educational programs, etc.
· State Council & Laws – Legislation: updated link on Testifying at public hearings.  Need a better link than the one we have on there now.  More information needed on this page:                                                                            Bill Information Search:  https://www.cga.ct.gov/                                                                                                                       Find Your Legislators - Connecticut General Assembly - CT.gov                                                                                  How To Testify at a Public Hearing  or Write your letter -  Needs a better site link
 Zoning: Why Horses Make Good Neighbors PDF completed and needs to go up. 
· Trails  – Volunteer Horse Patrol Program Book – Diane & Meg will work on updating it
· Sponsors – Needs to be updated with new business members and organizations.  
[bookmark: _Hlk189376238][bookmark: _Hlk189383909]LEGISLATION:    We are looking for volunteer(s) to monitor upcoming legislative bills that may affect the equine industry and then would notify CHC of the bill # and its contents, so that we can pass this on to our membership.

At our recent Equine Advisory Council Meeting (3/20/25) Legislative Discussion: Andy Bicking, the new Executive of the CT Forest & Park Association (CFPA) introduced himself and gave a brief history of the extensive work that he was involved with the Hudson Valley for the past 17 years before joining CFPA.  He would like us again to promote National Trails Day and  register events at “TrailsDay.org”  

Recreational Trails Funding Update:   There is 10 million for 2025 on the next bonding commission meeting which may take place round March 28th.   DEEP Trails & Greenways Coordinator, Kim Bradley is working on a pilot program to have grant applications for the federal funding to go through more efficiently.
We discussed promoting the Recreational Trails Funding by asking members to write to their legislators to possibly increase funding to 20 million.
 
We also discussed PUBLIC ACT 23-207 MUNICIPAL TAX ABATEMENTS FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS that can be very useful for landowners when a trail is proposed on their lands.


[bookmark: _Hlk169642359][bookmark: _Hlk184759476]\TRAIL REPORTS:                                                                                                                                                                 Diane Ciano Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk194391266][bookmark: _Hlk194391030]CHC-Volunteer Horse Patrol Annual Meeting and Open House:  was held on Saturday, March 15th 2025 at the Newington Fire House celebrating 22 years of Patrols around the state.      DEEP Trails and Greenways Coordinator, Kim Bradley was our Guest Speaker, who went over our 4 major meetings and goals held with the DEEP around the state in 2024  that CHC met to discuss our requests for the equestrian community, DEEP Responses and CHC Concerns in order to continue to reach the goals in 2025. This is summary is added below to the meeting minutes.

CHC -Volunteer Horse Patrol  Year End Report for 2024::
For 2024 we had a total of 2,780 patrol hours  with 1,597Patrols  
that were logged saving the state$ 69,500.00 in 2024.  
Our 22 years of volunteer hours total 60,977 hours, saving  taxpayers $1,524,425.00                                                                     

Recognition Certificates were awarded to:  12 members had over 200 hours, 7 members had over 100 hours and
10 members had over 50 hours.

3 Gift Certificates for Charcoal Portrait of your horse was donated by  “Portraits by ShawnaLee” Kwashnak  as a Thank you for supporting the Larkin Bridle Trail improvements to be made.  
The Gift certificates were awarded to the Bethany Horsemen, Ruth Beardsley and Cory Iacin.
The VHP  5/50 Raffle raised$166.00 – Carol Birdsey won and gave back to CHC-VHP ! - Thank you Carol
The Tea Cup Raffle  raised $212.00
$1,430.00  Raised for Larkin Bridle Trail – Thank you cards need to be sent out to all those that gave donations
Denise Ciano will send out Cards

Vevette Greenberg Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk169641804][bookmark: _Hlk162536375]Larkin Bridle Trail:  Vevette Greenberg, Randy Olmstead and Diane Ciano went out on the Larkin Bridle Trail to check out  the best way to get the material needed to fix the Towantic Hill Rd. access/egress point.  It was decided that we would not use the Long Meadow Rd. private entrance because the heavy equipment and material would possibly damage the trail bed which is already wet most of the year.  Material will be dumbed from Towantic Hill Rd.  

Regarding the CHC  checking into a parking lot owned by the Town of Oxford on Christian Street: Early in January, I sent a letter to the Oxford Town Assistant to the First Selectman, George Temple, on her request.  On 3/8/25, I resent the letter and called the town hall and left the assistant a message saying I never heard from her and I was still looking to have a meeting with the Selectman.  On 3/10, I received an email saying that Mr. Temple is still reviewing the information and  would get back to me.


Meg Sautter Reports:  
Mono Pond, Lebanon/Columbia: I checked out the trails at Mono Pond and parked at the boat  launch.  Trails were very wet, around the pond, walked for about 3 hours on connecting trails. Discussion at the recent EAC meeting was that the trails around the pond would be used for hiking only.  There are also many other unauthorized trails in the area that are being used that would be suitable for multiple use.  DEEP Trais & Greenways Coordinator, Kim Bradley mentioned the MBA Trail  Solutions Group  and the Wildlife Management Trust for Public Lands are working on solutions and establishing an authorized  multi-use trail system to  connect to the Airline Trail .  Parking area elsewhere on the other side of the pond as there is additional town land and Land Trust property that abuts the state property on the south side.  There has been extensive discussion as this State land is a hunting area for bow hunting.    

There is an existing  boat launch parking lot that will remain for boaters only and that there are plans to look at other areas for parking for other user groups.  There was one public outreach meeting that was well attended and there will be more in the future,

This brought in a conservation regarding boat launches as access for other user groups including horse trailers.  Diane brought up the East Windsor Boat launch that CHC-VHP members have used to access the  “Bissell Trail that runs along the CT River.  This particular  lot is large enough to accommodate both and we have always parked way in the back away from boaters.  There is need for horse trailer parking to access the trails in  Paugussett State Forest Newtown for trailer horse trailer parking.  We will need to have a conversation with Yolanda at  the DEEP Boating Division at 860-434-8638 or deep.boating@ct.gov. There may be a solution to possibly expanding some launches to accommodate other users.

Ruth Strontzer Reports:
 Friends of Machimoodus – Sunrise State Park 4th Annual Spring Fling  was held on  March 23 2025 VHP had a table set up.  Approximately 100 people attended.  4 members of CHC, 3 of which were VHP with 2 horses and a chicken” Betty White”.  Darwin was offered as a canvas to young artists $5.00 donation to the VHP - raised 32.00
There  is an Upcoming Volunteer Work Group Scheduled for May 18, 2025 9:30 to 1 pm – The Park Supervisor has already picked where he would like us to work. Clear the area around the Well that was found near where thy would like to establish Horse camping on the Sunrise side.
Bluff Point State Park:  The trails were good; however, parking was discouraged in the lower lot so trailers used the upper lot which filled completely and trailers had to wait for car owners to return as we were completely blocked in.   It was low tide so riders were able to ride to the island and ride the short tail on the island before returning to shore.
 Hammonasset State Park:  Riding in the camp ground area and Meg’s Point was good riding.  The beach was great but some people that came and left on their own did not cleanup after their horses, so we did it for them.
Northern Cockaponset Trails in generally good condition a few minor tree issues
Machimoodus State Park:  – Trails in good shape.  It appears some work has been done to try and stabilize the bridges. However, the one on the Yellow trail appeared in the center portion to be balanced on some stacked stones. Since the bridge was constructed over the trail, the only area available to cross was not good step down off a soft muddy steep bank and then over a couple of rocks, then a stepover a down tree in the water and up a steep bank. One horse had the first bank collapse under her as she stepped down and got scrapped up on the rocks. 

Denise Ciano Reports: A letter was received from my Senator, Rob Sampson who replied back from my request for help in getting appointed as the 5th District Representative on the CT Equine Advisory Council, as Senator Bob Duff has not responded to my letter of request for appointment and other communication over the past 2 years.  Senator Sampson will follow up and get back to me. 
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Diane Ciano Reports: 
Natchaug State Forest: The pump has still not been replaced.  It was brought up at our recent EAC Meeting.  A follow up phone call has been made to the Eastern District Operation Supervisor, Eric Gileau  eric.gileau@ct.gov 

Machimoodus/Sun Rise State Park: DEEP Kim Bradley reported at the EAC meeting that there was a DEEP on site walk at Machimoodus with Kim, Lindsay Suhr, Lori Brant, Jeremy Hall and Ray Knoop.  with There is a new Director of State Parks: Brian Wilson, who has returned back to DEEP.   The group was supportive of a horse camp and looked at other opportunities for the Sun Rise property.   Kim took a picture of a bridge with a rail and wanted us to identify it as the bridge that was reported earlier that was not equestrian safe. Ray Knoop did not think it was, but members at this meeting confirmed that it is. 

Wolfebrook Open Space, Groton, CT:  The Town of Groton is in the process of developing a Forest Management Plan for the Wolfebrook Open Space, in collaboration with their contracted forester. To ensure this plan reflects the needs and goals of the community, the CHC is invited to participate in a walking assessment of the property, followed by a discussion over a map to help shape the future use of the land.  The Wolfebrook property, acquired in 2023, spans 161 acres and connects to additional open space, forming a 190-acre network. The plan aims to balance conservation efforts with appropriate public recreation opportunities while safeguarding sensitive habitats. 
Danielle Borrelli, Meg Sautter, Diane Ciano and Mary Bonville will be participating in the walk.
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ANIMAL WELFARE:    No Report

HORSE 911:  Danielle Borrelli is finishing up on the Horse 911 Fire document for our website.  She is changing the format and will be doing two separate documents – one for First  Responders and one for Equestrians.

OTHER REPORTS:
CT Greenways Council:  At the recent EAC meeting there was discussion on CT Greenways Awards: CHC would like to nominate the Newtown Bridle Lands Association for a CT Greenways Award for all the work they do to maintaining the  trails in the town of Newtown. Kim Bradley also suggested a Thank You Recognition Award  to Stacey Stearns for her position on the Greenways Council as she has served from 2015-2024 representing CHC.   A thank you letter from CHC also will be sent.
  
CHC has a possible new member that is interested in representing CHC on the CT Greenways Council, Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi who will be listening in on future Greenways Council meetings Via Zoom.

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:   
Machimoodus State Park:   Ruth Strontzer reports:
The Friends Of Machimoodus had a very successful “Spring Fling” where there were many  educational tables for the public to visit.  Myself,  Elizabeth Dmytryck Kennedy and Melissa Evarts  were there representing the Horse Community, CT horse Council, Volunteer Horse Patrol, CT Trail Rides Association (CTRA), and the Lower CT River Horsemen’s Cub (LCRVHC). Darwin again was a good sport letting people draw on him for a donation to the VHP Melissa and Ritz were a hit with people marveling at the gentile giant that loved kids. Elizabeth was a main attraction to our area with everyone wanting to meet Betty White the chicken with her own stroller who seemed to love being the center of attention.  A nice acknowledgment from the Friends of Machimoodus of our group was posted on their Facebook Page as well as the CHC FB Page.

Newtown Bridle Lands Association (NBLA) meeting:  Diane spoke on the CHC at a recent meeting.   CHC will be working with NBLA on some of their projects regarding trail access, parking and  a Greenway  going through Tarrywile Park in Danbury.

Bethany Horsemen:  Diane will be speaking at their meeting on April 13th.

Upcoming Volunteer Work Needed: 
Sunday, May 18th, 2025 Machimoodus/Sunrise State Park   9:30 to 1 pm
Help is needed to clear the area around the Well that was found near where DEEP would like to establish Horse camping.

No Child Left Inside Events:   Looking for equestrians to participate.  Please contact Diane Ciano if you can help

April
· Monday, April 28, 2025 - Nature Day @ Peoples State Forest, Barkhamsted, CT 
May
· Saturday May 10, 2025 - Chatfield Hollow State Park, Killingworth, CT   from 10 to 4 pm  
· Saturday, May 17, 2025 - Stratton Brook State Park, Simsbury, CT  from 10 am to 2 pm       
June
· Saturday June 21, 2025  - Indian Well State Park, Shelton, CT  from 12 to 4 pm
· Saturday, June 21, 2025 -  Hammonasset State Park, Madison, CT  -Meigs Point Nature Center Anniversary 
July
· Saturday July 26th - Lake Waramaug State Park, New Preston, CT   from 11 am to 3 pm                                   
 August  
· Saturday August 2nd 2025 - Dinosaur State Park, Rocky Hill, CT  from 10 am to 3 pm                                 
· August 15th-17th 2025 - Perseids Meteor Shower/Campout-Pachaug State Forest, Voluntown, CT
· Saturday August 23rd -  Hopeville Pond State Park,  Griswold, CT  from 10 am to 2 pm  
 September
· September 13 and 14th, 2025 Girl Scouts Love State Parks Program Hammonasset Beach State Park Campout 
· Sunday, September 15th , 2025 - Bat Appreciation Day - Old Newgate Prison, East Granby, CT  
· October
· Saturday, October 4th, 2025
ROTARY IN MOTION - Bike Event – Charter Oak Park, Manchester, CT 

[bookmark: _Hlk169644049]OLD  BUSINESS:     
DEEP Survey:  CHC needs an update as to how this survey went and if it is still ongoing.

NEW BUSINESS:     
The Equine Advisory Council Website has been updated.  We need pictures with better resolutions.
At the end of the meeting Diane handed out the Summary of the DEEP Meetings with CHC of our Requests and Goals that took place in 2024 and the beginning of 2025 (Below). 

GUEST SPEAKER:     Attorney Felipe Villalon spoke on Caselaw Trends on Horse “Escape” Liability.  He gave several case overviews on how NY, MA and CT handled cases where horses escape their stalls/pastures and caused damage.  He explained  how previous law suits were handled by Duty, Breach, Causation and Damages.  Discussion was on private property that was leased to horse owners, Negi lances and how cases move up to other courts.
CHC Meeting Dates:    The next Meeting is  Tuesday, June 3rd, October 7th December 2nd  at 6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room.  107 Selden Street, Berlin  The public is welcome.

CT Equine Advisory:  Thursday, June 19th -  6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room
107 Selden Street, Berlin  The public is welcome.


4 major meetings with DEEP 2024 – Requests- Goals:                                                                                                                   
   1st Meeting with Hartford Officials- April 7, 2024
Attendees: Mike Lambert (Chief, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation) • Lindsay Suhr (Land Acquisition and Management Office Director, DEEP) • Jenny Dickson (Acting Chief, Bureau of Natural Resources, DEEP) • Christopher Martiin (Director, Forestry Division, DEEP) • Kimberly Bradley (Trails and Greenways Coordinator, DEEP)  • Tammy Talbot (Western District Supervisor, DEEP) • Diane Ciano (President of CT Horse Council (CHC), Equine Advisory Council (EAC), CHC-Volunteer Horse Patrol (VHP) • Meg Sautter (CHC, EAC,VHP), • Kowboy Ken Forcier (CHC, VHP) Invited, Not in attendance:  Mason Trumble, Deputy Commissioner, Environmental Conservation  Jeremy Hall, Assistant Director, State Parks & Public Outreach Division, DEEP
AGENDA:
· Horse trailer parking to accommodate equestrians
· Safe bridges to be built that will accommodate horses/emergency vehicle or water crossings that can be designed with minimal impact. 
· Campsites available to equestrians in various parts of the state
· The well installed back at Natchaug Lost Silver Mine Horse Camp
· Proper footing put down 
·  Signage needed at our Parks and Forests
· Trailer Parking – Gave list of parks and forests that need trailer access
· “Passive Recreation” definition does not include horses 
· Discussion on DEEP policy on Land Acquisition.
2nd Meeting at Sunrise SP - September 27, 2024                                                              
Attendees: • Kimberly Bradley (DEEP Trails & Greenways Coordinator) • Mike Lambert • Raymond Knoop (Area  Supervisor) • John Gugleilmoni (District Manager)  • Diane Ciano (CHC, EAC) • Ruth Strontzer (CHC, VHP, EAC)  • Akiebia Hicks, (Recording DEEP) 
· Steps to  go forward in establishing a  Horse Camp  
· Creating a Masterplan for Horse Camping
· Discussion on definition of Passive recreation 
· o Diane Ciano brought up a letter from the Land Acquisition and Management Office and raised concerns regarding the definition of "passive recreation." 
· o The group engaged in a discussion about the differences between passive and active recreation. It was decided that instead of listing specific activities under each category, the distinction should be made between motorized and non-motorized activities for inclusivity.
·  o Mike Lambert agreed to follow up with Lindsay on clarifying the definitions of passive vs. active recreation. 
CHC Follow up Response: When we addressed the “Passive Recreation” definition: removal of horseback riding from Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition (OSWA, we were disappointed in DEEP’s response that horses disturb wildlife and impact the trails. wildlife. Horses are recognized by wildlife as prey animals, even when a person is sitting on their back. An approaching horse passing along a trail provides sound rhythms in the cadence of a four-footed hoofed prey animal to wildlife, which informs wildlife of a non-threatening presence. We refer you to: https://www.americantrails.org/resources/environmental-aspects-of-horses-on-trails

DEEP Response to “Passive Recreation:
Horseback riding and mountain biking were not “removed” from the definition and they are not uses that are excluded on OSWA properties. Lindsey Suhr recently worked on updated language for the next round of OSWA and it is below. This Passive Recreation definition is used in the CT DEEP OSWA program and it is not an agency-wide definition. There is no use that has zero impact so it’s really about understanding the resources on the site and making decisions appropriate for that site. 
The OSWA FAQ document was updated with the following information: 
“Passive recreation refers to recreational activities that do not require intensive development and prepared facilities like sports fields or buildings. Passive recreational activities place minimal stress on a site’s resources and as a result provide ecosystem service benefits and are highly compatible with natural resource protection.  DEEP’s conservation easement defines passive recreation as “recreational trail usage (non-motorized), recreational activities which do not require a formalized delineated playing field or area, picnicking, fishing (catch and release in ____Brook/River), non-commercial hunting by individuals with valid hunting licenses and permits who have the permission of the Grantor, non-motorized boating and environmental education.” 
  Passive recreation: 
· Does not significantly impact natural, cultural, scenic, or agricultural values 
· Requires only minimal visitor facilities and services directly related to safety 
· Minimizes human impacts 

Examples of natural resource-based, passive recreational activities: 
Hiking - Wildlife Viewing -Painting - Photography - Cross Country Skiing - Snow Shoeing - Fishing - Canoeing - Hunting - Environmental Education - Picnicking   
Horse-back riding and/or mountain-biking may also be considered passive recreational activities depending on the property and its resources. It is the responsibility of the applicant to consider site resources and determine the appropriate uses for the site. CT DEEP will not comment on or make management decisions for applicants, unless the uses of the property contradict the terms of DEEP’s conservation easement.” 
CHC Response to “Passive Recreation Revision:   This statement still needs to be corrected.  Why list “examples” of certain activities and then add the word “may …..”    Passive Recreation is already defined in the first paragraph of The OSWA FAQ document  (Highlighted in blue above). 
3rd Meeting with Western District Headquarters – Friday, October 25, 2024
Attendees: • Tammy Talbot (District Supervisor) • Jeffery Dery (Area Supervisor) • Kimberly Bradley (DEEP Trails & Greenways Coordinator)  • Diane Ciano (CHC President)    • Meg Sautter (CHC, EAC) 
· Requested two-tiered parking lot at Naugatuck State Forest be leveled and expanded to create a cleaner larger parking area that can accommodate horse trailers. (Rte. 42 – Chestnut Tree Hill Rd and Rte. 42/Pines Bridge Rd.  
· Expanding parking lot off Rte. 63, Naugatuck
· Stone dust needs to be put down on section where trap rock was laid down from South St. to Long Meadow Rd. 
· Putting up gates at each crossing
· Identified Cattle Crossing to DEEP for clearing
· Larkin Bridle Trail Storm destruction, keeping trail open from Rte. 63 to Christian Rd. and continue the Trail Improvement Plans of 2023 in those sections:

Proposed Larkin State Park Trail Improvements 11/2/2023 before the 2024  storm:
1. Section H  Christian Road to Riggs  Very went near Oxford Airport, new pipes need to be installed road bed elevated due to beaver activity at the marsh, road needs to be elevated for best guess 600 feet, also wet where it meets Riggs Street, Parking lot on Riggs need to be graveled large holes erosion. Gate post rotted large nonstandard gate perhaps we can sleeve it?  Mow back edges, improved drainage.
2. Section I  Riggs to Towantic entire length very wet impassable in spots due to rock cut and no way to drain .05 long.
3. Section J  Long Meadow to South street done in 2023 by Support Services 1.3 miles, can we use the lot for parking? Poor sightlines. Will need an additional gate if used for parking lot.  Stone dust needed
4. Section K  South Street to Wooster lousy access from South Street, very over grown but we did do some over the fence mowing last month.
5. Section L  Wooster to Shadduck many poorly drained areas don’t recall major repairs needed off top of my head.
6. Section M  Shadduck to Allerton gravel as needed, heavy erosion where trail drops to town road, washes very time it rains, needs to get water off the Larkin before the drop in elevation.
7. Section N  Allerton to RT 63 Parking Lot decent shape overall, drainage issues near Bridal Trail Drive, needs a gate on Allerton End. 1.0 miles RT 63 Parking lot needs to be graveled or paved; edges squared up.
8. There is tree work needed the entire length.
DEEP Response: A parking expansion on existing DEEP managed property can go through the DEEP project review process. Tammy Talbot with the support of Kim Bradley will continue to coordinate review of this opportunity. 
CHC Update: 
· CHC will also be working on getting parking available from the Town of Oxford. The property is adjacent to the trail on Christian Rd. 
· CHC will contact owner of private land section to repair entrance/ exit on 
· CHC will continue to work with Kim on contacting the DOT on expanding the parking area on Re. 63 in Naugatuck.
 CT DEEP will support Horse Council coordination with the municipality and CT DOT. The local municipality may be required to formalize request with District DOTs.

4th  Meeting with Eastern District Headquarters  – Tuesday, January 28, 2025 

Attendees: • John Gugleilmoni (District Supervisor)  • Martin Torresquintero (Area Supervisor)  • Kimberly Bradley  (DEEP Trails & Greenways Coordinator) • Diane Ciano (CHC President) • Ruth Strontzer (CHC, VHP, EAC, CTRA)
· Setting  goals to Masterplan for Machimoodus and looking at sites in Cockaponset SF.
· Bridges being built  that are not equestrian safe and being placed at the best area for a water crossing
· Horse Trailer Parking at Weber Woods Area, Cockaponset
· Wadsworth Falls State Park 
· Discussion on best way communicate reporting  of trail conditions and tree downed that need to be addressed by DEEP
· Bicyclist incident where rider was injured
· Signage needed  - 
· THE TRAILS SAFE PASSING PLAN 
· Natchaug SF – Lost Silver Mine Horse Camp -  Well

CHC Outreach and Education Goals:
No Child Left Inside Events,  Machimoodus Spring Fling,  “Share the Trail” Courtesy Education Events, Brochures, Websites, Facebook Pages:
Encouraging other Horse Organizations around the state to periodically set up educational tables at trail heads, educating users about horses, dogs on leash and bicyclists regarding trail etiquette and how to pass a horse safely.
Working with Landowner of private section of Larkin Bridle Trail to fix entrance /exit onto  road
Questions on Updating: Where are the CHC requests on the DEEP Priority List?
Are the Trail Safety signs to be made (minimum  200)  be done by DEEP or will CHC have to apply to the Recreational Trails Grant Fund? 
Signs will be placed around the state at trail heads, small signs to be placed at bicyclist stores,   Educating the Bicyclist through organizations, websites, Facebook pages
Possible meeting with CT NEMBA
Follow up Needed - Where on the DEEP Priority List is:
Final Definition of Passive Recreation (removal of “Example” and last statement of “May….)  
Master Plan on Horse Camping
Where we are at with parking lots on the DEEP priority list?
Naugatuck State Forest, Goodwin State Forest, Larkin Bridle Trail, Bluff Point State Park, Cockaponset SF (Weber Woods), Devil’s Hop Yard – Mitchell Rd 
1. Horse trailer parking to accommodate equestrians
2. Safe bridges to be built that will accommodate horses/emergency vehicle or water crossings that can be designed with minimal impact. * Any “foot” bridge built should not use the safest crossing for horses and be placed elsewhere.
3. Campsites available to equestrians in various parts of the state
4. Signage needed on trails our Parks and Forests:
· Trail Safe Passing Plan   (most recent accident in Weber Woods)
· Signs asking users not to go around downed trees
· Signs with arrows at bridge crossings not safe for horse
· Naugatuck State Forest – is not identified on Rte. 42.  There is a need for signage to motorists about the crossing from Mathies Park to the entrance of the forest.  This is on a very bad dangerous curve for pedestrians crossing. Also, a painted crossing will help additionally
5. Spring Field Trip for Follow UP to possible campsites and parking areas in Cockaponset 
6. Well at Lost Silver Mine Horse Camp
CHC Requests to DEEP Completed: 
New parking areas built: 
1. Mooween State Park

