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Connecticut Horse Council
June 3, 2025 Minutes  - Highlights

FACEBOOK:  Current information goes up quickly.  Diane, Carol and Ruth have been posting.
WEBSITE:  No updates have been done.  Material is ready to go up:
[bookmark: _Hlk189376238][bookmark: _Hlk189383909]
NEWSLETTER:  The Spring Newsletter went up on our Facebook page.  It will need to be posted on the website

LEGISLATION:    The Connecticut General Assembly's 2025 legislative session ends on June 4th, 2025 at midnight. 
Connecticut Recreational Trails Funding - CT.gov  - We are waiting on information regarding availability from the governor’s budget.   There is 10 million for 2025 on the next bonding commission, We will find out more at the CT Equine Advisory Council meeting on June 19th from DEEP Kim Bradley

TRAIL REPORTS:    
[bookmark: _Hlk169642359][bookmark: _Hlk184759476]Diane Ciano Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk194391266][bookmark: _Hlk194391030]Larkin Bridle Trail:  The CT Horse Council completed the project of fixing an entrance/exit of the private land section that is part of the Larkin Bridle Trail on Towantic Hill Rd. This was made possible by the donations of horse organizations and individuals.  A BIG Thank you to Randy Olmstead of All Green Hydroseed that donated his equipment and labor to fix this steep and treacherous area. This was filled with 40 tons of 2-3” stone base and 20 tons of 1-1/4” process, then compacted the top course. It took 5 hours to complete. Members of the CHC-VHP were on site for flagging.
Thank you to the Bethany Horsemen, Lower CT River Valley Horsemen’s Club and the Connecticut Trail Rides Association-CTRA and the many individuals that donated to the project.  Denise Ciano sent out thank you cards to the clubs and individual people who donated except for 6 names that had no contact information. 
We want everyone to be aware that this is a PRIVATE section from Long Meadow Rd. to Towantic Hill Rd. and to please Stay on the Trail. Home owners along this this area are very upset that trail users go onto their private driveways and lawns to avoid the wet area. I ask that CHC provide the funding  for 2-4 signs  to be placed on both ends of each road with instructions to use the road to connect to the State Trail if they want to avoid the wet area.
Wolfebrook Open Space, Groton, CT:  the CHC was invited to participate in a walking assessment of the property, followed by a discussion over a map to help shape the future use of the land.  The Wolfebrook property, acquired in 2023, spans 161 acres and connects to additional open space, forming a 190-acre network. 
Meg Sautter, Diane Ciano and Mary Bonville participated in the walk.

Natchaug State Forest: The pump has still not been replaced.  Eric replied that they are working on getting it installed for the National Trails Day weekend.

Cockaponset State Forest Meeting with DEEP: The meeting that was suppose to take place this spring did not happen.  Dates were given  and DEEP replied with the following letter which was very disappointing to hear.  I spoke with DEEP Trails & Greenways Coordinator, Kim Bradley about it and CHC discussion for response will take place at the next Equine Advisory Council meeting (June 19th).  I propose as president of CHC to follow through to see if CHC can apply for the Trails grant Funding to  create a new parking area at Weber Woods.  I also would like to follow through with Western District Supervisor, Tammy Talbot regarding the Naugatuck State Forest parking area which we had spoken about in an in-person meeting with her on the site.  If DEEP agrees with us going forward with these two parking areas, there may be a possibility for CHC to get a grant for this.    We will also speak to Kim about the camping locations and bridges in Cockaponset.  CHC will have to provide our 501-c status and Identification  number.  If this will not go through, I have talked with members of the Bridle Lands Conservancy who are willing to apply for the grant if approved by DEEP.
	Guglielmoni, John <John.Guglielmoni@ct.gov>
	Thu, May 8, 2025 at 2:16 PM

	To: Diane Ciano <dianemciano@gmail.com>
Cc: "Torresquintero, Martin" <Martin.Torresquintero@ct.gov>, "Bradley, Kimberly" <Kimberly.Bradley@ct.gov>, MEG Sautter <megsautter@att.net>, Ruth Strontzer <rstrontzer@gmail.com>, "Hall, Jeremy" <Jeremy.Hall@ct.gov>

		Diane et al,
 
We appreciate your patience while we review the proposals and outcomes from our January meeting.  Admittedly, a second, in-person meeting will be quite challenging for us to coordinate, given our limited availability and seasonal demands.  In lieu of that, I’ll share below some thoughts that will give us some things to consider moving forward:
 
· The parking lot at the Weber Woods block of Cockaponset SF is already of significant size.  We will further consider the possibility of posting signage restricting parking for trailers only, to a limited degree based on layout.  If you’d like to suggest which portion of the lot might be easiest to navigate in that regard, please let us know.  Unfortunately, there always remains the possibility that the lot will be full, even those areas designated for trailers.  It is important that drivers of those vehicles confirm if parking is available before entering with a vehicle that might be difficult to maneuver.
· We continue to develop signage to be used on a state-wide basis, to encourage trail users to recreate with appropriate etiquette.  This signage may incorporate a yield system, but also some verbiage to help the novice recreators best understand the expectation.  Once finalized and approved internally, it would be posted broadly across our system.
· It is unfortunate that some recent bridges that were constructed were not sufficiently designed for equestrian traffic.  We are more than willing to work with volunteers to offer suggestions to rectify, primarily by creating crossings adjacent to bridges sufficient for horses.  Please work with Martin to offer any proposals, and he will coordinate with Kim as needed for approval and potential material.
· At this time, we are unable to entertain the possibility of expanding horse-camping to Cockaponset SF, based on a number of factors including staff capacity and security issues at this location.  We encourage you to work with Park and Recreation Supervisors at the Pachaug, and Natchaug State Forests to take full advantage of the opportunities available for camping at those locations.
 
Thank you for your continued efforts to support and improve equestrian access to and use of our State Parks and Forests, and we look forward to working with you on those proposals we are able to collaborate on now, and in the future.
 
-John






Vevette Greenberg Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk169641804][bookmark: _Hlk162536375]Larkin Bridle Trail:  Regarding the CHC  checking into a parking lot owned by the Town of Oxford on Christian Street:  I again contacted the Selectmen’s assistant Kristyn Rosa on May 13.  Her response was:  “… Last week, a Town representative met with the State of Connecticut to assess the flood damage to the trail in Oxford. We are currently waiting for their assessment, which will help us determine the repair timeline. This information will be helpful in  making decisions about the parking lot.  We anticipate having a meeting next week to discuss this further, and I will be sure to update you with any progress after that meeting.  Thank you for your continued patience. I will reach out to you as soon as I have more information to share.”
Meg Sautter Reports:  
April:
April 24 - Larkin Bridle Trail, Oxford   5hr repair to the private section off Towantic Hill. 60 ton of material used w/ Vevette, Diane, Denise, Randy
April 26 - Mohawk S.F.:    3hr trail clearing Bear Claw and Christmas Tree trails cleared of downed trees and debris.  Encountered several that would need a chain saw.
April 30 - Mohawk S.F.:    2hr trail clearing River Trail
May:
May 7 -  Mooween State Park, Lebanon:  4hrs on foot. Trails are good.  The new parking lot is spectacular!  Will return with horses  w/ Diane Morton
May 13 - Grayville Park, Amston:  3hrs on horseback. Trails have overgrown considerably in 2 weeks.  Needs more clearing  w/ Diane Morton
May 17 - Stratton Brook State Park, Simsbury: - DEEP  CT Park Day  NCLI – 5 hrs. promoting horses and trail riding for DEEP w/ Diane, Denise and Cory
May 23 - Mohawk S.F.: -  2hr ride checking trails.  Much work to be done
May 24 - Mohawk S.F.:  3hrs on foot cutting and clearing trails.  Christmas Tree trail, River Trail, Mohawk/blue blaze Trail, reclaimed The Sisterhood Trail. w/ Stacey Dione and Peggy Robinson
May 24 - Mohawk S.F.:  2hrs on horseback checking clearing height.  w/ Kowboy Ken, Stacey, Peggy, and Sue Tracey
May 25 - Mohawk S.F.:  2hrs on horseback checking clearing height. 
May 28 - Mooween SP:  2rs on horseback clearing trail height  w/ Diane Morton
May 31 – June 1 Natchaug S.F.:  CHC camping weekend National Trails Day & CTRA sponsored ride - 2hrs cleaning camp area and cutting and clearing trails for the ride.  Camped overnight with Morton - 2hr ride with more clearing of trails.  The Fern trail has 5 boardwalks which are NOT horse friendly.  We managed to get around them – VERY SLOWLY.  The Silver Mine Horse Campsite was mowed and looked good.  Toilets were clean and stocked with toilet paper.  w/ Cory, Denise and Diane Morton.  The well has not been replaced and is not working.   Rainy weekend kept campers way. 
June 1 -Natchaug SF  CTRA Ride – we had 10 riders.
Denise Ciano & Cory Iacino cleaned and filled the kiosk with CHC pamphlets.  

Ruth Strontzer Reports: 
Sunrise State Park, Moodus:   Volunteer Work Group Machimoodus/Sunrise SP - Scheduled for May 18, 2025 9:30 to 1 pm  Was very successful – Park Supervisor had already picked where he would like us to work. He asked for us to clear the area around the well that was found near where thy would like to establish Horse camping on the Sunrise side. The area around the well was completely uncovered.  Approx 12 volunteers from CTRA, CHC, LCRVHC and BPC did the cleanup. The 2 huge brush piles have been moved and the area where work had been done before has been Brush hogged.  It looks great.
Machimoodus/Sunrise SP  CTRA has again applied for a special use Permit and will be camping there June 20th to the 22nd.  They are doing an Open Solstice Ride on Friday hoping to bring in nonmembers to show how camping can be done there.  On Saturday, a Scavenger Hunt Ride for All their members is being held for the same reason. In the past some of the rides were just limited to the campers 
Northern Cockaponset S.F.: The trails in generally good condition with a few tree issues The purple trail that is between Jericho and Motland has numerous trees down with bypasses around them.  The bridge at the Motland end needs to have one end uncovered - It is covered on dirt and stones  (so that one could see if it is still safe for horses.  However; there are good crossings on each side of it that have been cleared.   The purple trail leading from Filley Rd over to the Quinimay Trail keeps having issues with dead falls coming down on it I have ridden that trail once a week for the last 5 weeks and every time it needs to be cleared 
The Orange trail leading from Filley over to the Quinimay Trail just after the second bridge has a huge tree down with the brook on one side and the hill the tree was on the other side  it is difficult to get around even on foot                          Weber Woods, Cockaponset S.F.:  Some of the bridges have been checked again and if a few had kick boards installed they might be useable but most are not anchored properly or don’t have enough support to hold a horse’s weight. Parking is still an issue there                                                                                                                                              Machimoodus Sunrise SP – Trails in good shape.  It appears some work has been done to try and stabilize the bridges.     I and another experienced rider crossed all three bridges. They all are much more stable than they were.  The Yellow trail bridge had a small amount of flex on one board; with an 1100 lb. horse crossing it.  The center portion appeared  to be balanced on some stacked stones. It needs Kick boards installed.   However, since the bridge was constructed over the trail the only area available to cross was not good step down off a soft muddy steep bank over a couple of rocks and stepover a down tree in the water and up a steep bank.  This crossing is still an issue.   The bridge with the railing on the purple trail should have something to keep a rider’s foot from getting hooked and a kick board.  The bridge on the orange trail just needs kick boards. This bridge had popped up in prior checks but didn’t move at all this time Finding:  Horses can cross all 3 however; after discussing it, a toe kick board on each is  recommended to keep horses from slipping off it the bridges if they are wet and a modification to the railing is needed on the one bridge.                                                            Chatfield Hollow SP:  The trails and dirt roads seem to be in good shape but ran into a lot of dogs off leash there.  One case got pretty intense until the owner captured his dog while still insisting it was friendly.                                                    Wadsworth Falls SP:  I checked the area that the park supervisor offered to open for tailers under the pines and it really isn’t a good spot for a lot of trailers, there are too many trees to maneuver around.  A couple of small  -horse trailers might be able to use it but anything bigger would have an issue. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194400855][bookmark: _Hlk184765623]ANIMAL WELFARE:    Diane received an email letter from  Ashley Sackschewsky asking for help on the seizure of horses in Lebanon and if there is someone in our organization that would be willing to come and view the property that her organization Family Stables Inc. would like the horses to return to.  Cathy Latulipe did extensive research prior to CHC meeting and discussion followed.

HORSE 911:  No Report

OTHER REPORTS:
CT Greenways Council:  The Connecticut Greenways Council (CGC) will host its 26th Annual Connecticut Greenway Awards at Riverfront Recapture’s Boathouse in Hartford on Friday, June 6, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. The event is traditionally held on the Friday before Connecticut Trails Day, which occurs the weekend of June 7 and 8, 2025.

The Byram River Greenway in Greenwich will be formally designated at Friday’s event. Awards will be presented to six additional organizations and individuals who have made significant contributions to the promotion, development, and enhancement of greenways in Connecticut.

The Newtown Bridle Lands Association will be receiving an award.   Our past CHC Representative on the Council, Stacey Stearns will be receiving a recognition award for her service on the Council from 2015-2024.

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  Upcoming Events - Volunteers Needed: 

National Trails Day Events:   
Saturday, June 7th   -   Cockaponset State Forest -Weber Woods – 9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                     Connecticut River Vally Horsemen’s Club (LCRVHC) & Bridal Path Conservancy (BPC) - Spring Cleaning Project - Lunch to follow.   
Sunday, June 8th - Cockaponset State Forest:  CR Trail Rides Association (CTRA)  will be holding an Ice Cream Ride.  The Mountain Laurel should be in bloom for it! 

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  Upcoming Events - Volunteers Needed: 

No Child Left Inside Events:   Looking for equestrians to participate.  Please contact Diane Ciano if you can help
June
· Saturday June 21, 2025  - Indian Well State Park, Shelton, CT  from 12 to 4 pm
· Saturday, June 21, 2025 -  Hammonasset State Park, Madison, CT  -Meigs Point Nature Center Anniversary 
July
· Saturday July 26th - Lake Waramaug State Park, New Preston, CT   from 11 am to 3 pm                                   
 August  
· Saturday August 2nd 2025 - Dinosaur State Park, Rocky Hill, CT  from 10 am to 3 pm                                 
· August 15th-17th 2025 - Perseids Meteor Shower/Campout-Pachaug State Forest, Voluntown, CT
· Saturday August 23rd -  Hopeville Pond State Park,  Griswold, CT  from 10 am to 2 pm  
 September
· September 13 and 14th, 2025 Girl Scouts Love State Parks Program Hammonasset Beach State Park Campout 
· Sunday, September 15th , 2025 - Bat Appreciation Day - Old Newgate Prison, East Granby, CT  

Other Events CHC has been  asked to participate in:
DEEP Court Support Services Division (CSSD) Teen Program:                                                                                                      CHC is looking for  Volunteers to bring their horse to talk to talk to the teens about horsemanship, what the CT Horse Council does and specifically with regard to horses and trail etiquette.  The two events would be for an hour or two (anywhere between the hours of 10 and 12 and 1 and 2:30 pm)                                                                                                          July:     Wednesday July 23rd  Chatfield Hollow State Park in Killingworth                                                                                        August:   Wednesday, August 13th  at Bluff Point State Park in Groton, CT
ROTARY IN MOTION - Bike Event – Charter Oak Park, Manchester, CT 
October:   Saturday, October 4th, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk169644049]Events Gone By
Bethany Horsemen:  Diane was the guest speaker at their annual meeting on April 1th.  A Power Point presentation was done on the CT Horse Council what we do and our goals going forward.

DEEP No Child Left Inside Spring Fling                                                                                                                                          5/17/25 Connecticut Horse Council Volunteer Horse Patrol members were at the at Stratton Brook State Park, Simsbury to meet and greet visitors. Meg Sautter with Farah, Denise Ciano with Cutter, Diane Ciano with Grace and Cory Iacino.
OLD  BUSINESS:     
DEEP Survey:  No Report
The Equine Advisory Council Website needs pictures with better resolutions.

NEW BUSINESS:     

CHC Meeting Dates:    The next Meeting is  Tuesday, October 7th December 2nd  at 6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room.  107 Selden Street, Berlin  The public is welcome.

CT Equine Advisory:  Thursday, June 19th -  6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room
107 Selden Street, Berlin  The public is welcome.

