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Connecticut Horse Council
DRAFT  October 7, 2025  Minutes  - Highlights
.
FACEBOOK:  Current information goes up quickly.  Diane, Carol and Ruth have been posting.
WEBSITE:  Laurianne reported that she changed the front page and put up the Spring Newsletter.  There are more updates to be done. Danielle Borelli sent drafts of “ Barn Fires: What you can do now!” and a Power Point of Horse 911 - Large Animal Emergency Preparedness” 
[bookmark: _Hlk189376238][bookmark: _Hlk189383909]
NEWSLETTER:  Diane is working on the Fall Newsletter to include summer Events Gone by.

LEGISLATION:   Ann Marie reported that Bill # 7160 was passed into law.  It allows for no modifications on the E bikes:   the speed limit is left to the towns and no person under 16 can operate an E bike. A person can be charged with a moving violation riding an E bike and no head gear is required.  The individual towns are left to regulate the E bikes.
Denise Ciano reports that she still has not heard from her senator with help in getting appointed to the CT Equine Advisory Council.
TRAIL REPORTS
The following reports are from the recent CT Equine Advisory Council (EAC) on September 25th, 2025.    There was a previous EAC meeting after our June 3rd meeting on June 19th.  Updates of that meeting are included in report below.
[bookmark: _Hlk169642359][bookmark: _Hlk184759476]Diane Ciano Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk194391266][bookmark: _Hlk194391030]Natchaug State Forest:  Kim Bradley reported that the well at the Lost Silver Mine Horse Camp was installed.
Vevette Greenberg Reports: 
[bookmark: _Hlk169641804][bookmark: _Hlk162536375]Larkin Bridle Trail:
I rode trail section that we have been asking to have stone dust put down on Friday Sept. 12th, The material is down and it looks great. A little thin in places on the high section near Long Meadow Pond Rd. There are still two large piles of material at the South Street end of that section. Questioning if some of it could be used to raise that wet area near Towantic Pond. The residence there have complained that when it is wet the walkers are walking up into their yards. I think if there is no plan for this material this could be a good use. 

Diane and I also attended a meeting at the Oxford town hall and asked that the town owned land on Christian Street could be used as a parking area for horse trailers.  Selectman Temple was open to this and a meeting needs to be set up to meet him at the location.  There was mention that DEEP would also help with certain restrictions.  This is up for discussion at this meeting:

Kim Bradley Response: Contact Jeff Dery, Unit Supervisor, Jared Rice (Black Rock SP) and cc Jeremy Hall for request on fixing the wet area from Towantic Hill Rd to Riggs Street. 

As far proposed parking on Christian Street,  if the town of Oxford would want DEEP involved, this would have  go through Land Acquisition and Land Management Department to transfer/ donate/or purchase for long term use and we would have to contact Matt Star.  If not, we could leave as is and with town permission  (possible short-term use).

Diane will contact Selectman Temple for meeting at site.

· Engineering update of Larkin Trail from July 2025 : Engineering has selected SLR as the design and permitting consultant for all four significant washouts of the Bridle Larkin Trail. A Project Request has been approved and a PO is in place. SLR has received LAM’s survey data for two of the four sites and will collect data for the other two locations in July 2025. Geotechnical Investigations will also begin in July 2025. Stabilization of the washout areas is becoming an increasing concern from an erosion and sediment control perspective. Engineering continues to coordinate with LWRD, Parks and WD Operations to ensure all necessary and required measures are implemented in the interim and formal design.

Naugatuck State Forest:
I rode the forest on Thursday Sept. 11th. All was well, more trimming is needed on the far side of the lower reservoir. Met three hunters, hunting squirrels? They were courteous.

NOTE: CHC also would like to follow through with Western District Supervisor, Tammy Talbot regarding the Naugatuck State Forest parking area which we had spoken about in an in-person meeting with her on the site.  If DEEP agrees with us going forward with this parking area, there may be a possibility for CHC to get a grant for this. 
 
 Kim Bradley Response: Contact above DEEP personnel for Larkin. CHC would have to have 3 contractor proposals when submitting a grant.
Mohawk State Forest: 
I rode this on Labor day weekend. Trails were good. We could use some debris removal on the trail that runs parallel to Great Hill Rd. 

Roraback Wildlife Management Area:
Rode this in August I believe. Trail was in good shape. The one big log that we needed a chain saw to move was cut by someone else. The rest of the trail was in great shape. Water was low.

Kim Bradley:  A new acquisition of DEEP is a 63-acre parcel on Plymouth Road with a trail connection to the rest of the property.

Meg Sautter Reports: 
Wadsworth Falls State Park:  The trails are fine and clear.   I rode with Diane Morton.  We encountered a  lot of folks walking and they were all very interested in the horses.  Unfortunately, as we exited the trails and stopped by the bath house to let a handicapped child pet the horses, we were accosted by a park employee.  He came running up to yell that we were NOT allowed to stop there, it was dangerous.  He chased the child away and told us to
move.  There was not a moving vehicle in the lot and we were quite visible.  I  did not get his name.  He was a small man, older with glasses and a moustache.  Very unfortunate.
Kim Bradley Response: I have heard there were several complaints about the seasonal staff there.  I will report this. 
Roraback WMA:  The trails that we rode were in good shape.  I rode with Vevette and we did a lot of cutting and clearing in one spot where there was a tangle of trees down.
Mohawk State Forest: I rode a number of trails in Mohawk  The “Christmas Tree Trail” could use some work.  This trail runs from Bear Swamp Road to Eli Canon.  There are a number of trees bent over the trail that need some attention.  One of the CTRA members mentioned that he would address these trees and remove them.

Hurd State Park: The trails I rode were in good shape, except for the one from the parking lot on RTE.149.  This particular trail was waist high with growth and very difficult to navigate.  Within a week of this encounter, the trail had been cleared and mowed.

Dinosaur State Park: I participated in the “No Child Left Inside” event on August 2nd. It  was a very successful day with lots of visitors.  I was unable to sit down nor eat lunch.  The lines for folks to come pet the horse were constant all day.   Experienced a coach bus, motorized wheel chair, several umbrellas & baby carriages, all with mostly a positive outcome. 

Kim Bradley Response: We will on be getting you a better location in the back and lunch break, perhaps another person there to help with the crowds.  

Ruth Strontzer Reports: 
Machimoodus- Sunrise SP  CTRA held a ride for ALS with Approx 30 attendees that included 22 riders and raised $1,350.00.  Park Supervisor stopped Ray Knoop by to visit.  Prior to the ride 3 down trees were reported to DEEP and within the week they were cleared.  During the ride, 2 different locations reported ground bees and additional down tree which were address the following week. 
On Sept 15, 2025 at about 1 pm 2 riders were involved in another incident with loose dogs. One rider was thrown from her horse, and suffered an injured hand and bruising on her thigh and hip. Both riders were experienced riders.  The thrown rider is in her 60s and has had medical issues. She was very lucky that those were her only injuries from being thrown from a 17-hand horse and landing on her back.   I know loose dogs are very hard to monitor but maybe offering a dog park at Machimoodus would give owners a place to let their dogs loose since it is becoming very popular with dog owners and the State is interested in making it a permeant horse camp which will bring in more riders.                                          
Kim Bradley Response:  I will mention the idea of an area set aside for a dog park area for those that want to have their dogs loose.  She also mentioned that DEEP is still working on the horse camp area. 
Bridges in Machimoodus/Sunrise: I have sent a picture to Ray of bridges with kick rails on them to show what is needed on the current bridges. So far none have been installed. 
Sunrise - Meadow field (old airplane landing strip) is very overgrown with invasives It needs a controlled burn or to be brush hogged. 
Kim Bradley:  noted that kick rails have been placed on bridges at Rocky Neck State Park.
                                                                                                                                                                                                             Cockaponset State Forest - Weber Woods:  LCRVHC has done trail Maintenance in Weber Woods and has reported several down trees that Martin has taken care of.  Some of the bridges in there have been checked again and still need kick boards installed.  Parking is still an issue there.
Kim Bradley Response:  On meeting regarding proposed parking area:  I met with Margaret Lupone and Melissa Evarts in Weber Woods mid-July and identified a cut through to the parking lot that could provide better equestrian parking and site lines.   I am developing a memo for consideration and review in the area to meet with John G and Martin to discuss. I also added the need for parking and trails in the Forestry Plan.
NOTE: CHC will continue discussion of a possible site for a horse camp and bridges being repaired or new bridges to be built in the future that can also be addressed in the CT Trail Plan that will be revised.  We are still waiting on a meeting with Ruth Strontzer and Kim to show her the possible parking area in Cockaponset and two other areas that could be possible horse camps. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194400855][bookmark: _Hlk184765623]Wadsworth Falls State Park:  Trails seem to be in good shape but there is a massive amount of downed dead wood in the park and there is a potential for wildfire. I came across 2 people sitting on a downed pine tree smoking surrounded by pine needles.
Chatfield Hollow State Park:  The trails and dirt Roads seem to be in good shape but ran into a lot of dogs off leash there  Again two got pretty aggressive  until the owner captured his dogs while still insisting they were friendly.
Hurd State Park: What trails I was able to ride seemed to be in good shape. 
Higganum Meadow WMA: Where they had brush hogged has grown back up and there appears to have more grass than invasive plants, However the untouched portions just continue to worsen. The entire meadow needs to be mowed. Given the location and scope of the meadow I don’t think a controlled burn is possible. Mowing it consecutive years will help knock down the invasive plants. 
Kim Bradley Response:  A letter of complaint/suggestion to the DEEP Deputy Commissioner Mason Trumble and cc DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes, and Justin Davis.                                                                                                                               
Salmon River State Forest:  Leaving from the River Road parking area, and crossing the Blackledge River’s second crossing to the area  that runs in to the Samon -  there is an area where the trail that runs along the Blackledge river has so many down trees that the trail for all intents and purposes is gone. 
Airline Trail South and Gateway Preserve:  Rode this area for the first time about a week ago and there is some nice riding in there. The trails seem to be in pretty good shape. Apparently mountain bikers have named the trails and I found the Soul Train, Overlook  as well as the High Road and the Low Road a nice area to ride  although a little trimming is needed since equestrians need more height clearance on the trails.   
NOTE: The southern end of the Airline Trail in Connecticut passes through the Gateway Conservation Zone and its associated Gateway Preserve lands in East Hampton and Portland. These protected natural areas are located where the trail follows the banks of the Connecticut River and its tributaries. Parking  for the Airline is Bull Hill Road and Smith Road.  An area of the Blackledge Block of the Salmon River State Forest is also known as the Grayville Trails  comprised 670 acres where there are approximately 14 miles of unauthorized trails undergoing consideration by the DEEP Blackledge Management  Plan.  Some of these trails will be closed.  The CT Horse Council addressed the public comment process in February 2022 https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/forestry/management_plans/grayville-trails-public-outreach-meeting.pdf                              Kim Bradley Response:  The DEEP Plan will be coming out soon and that probably that particular trail may be closed down as part of the Trail plan.
[bookmark: _Hlk210689653]OTHER  REPORTS:  Absent:    It was noted that a representative from the CT Forest and Park Association has not been present At the EAC meetings since 2023 after Eric Hammerling left CFPA.   There was one meeting with Andy Bicking 3/20/25. He has left CFPA and there has been no contact or representative since then.
Diane Ciano reported that she filled out the  statutory submission requirement by the state  [Sec. 4-9b of the Connecticut General Statutes] about appointed members on a state council.  This report asked about the members race, gender, nonbinary, ethnicity.  The report was submitted 9/10/2025 to Barbara Sladek, Records and Legislative Services Coordinator, Office of the Secretary of the State, 165 Capitol Ave., Ste. 1000, Hartford, CT 06016
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/education/diversity-report/gender-and-racial-composition-report

Sad note – Melissa Evarts’s father’s Belgium “Ritz” who for several years has attended the CHC Volunteer Horse Patrol booth at the Machimoodus Spring Fling passed Sad note – Melissa Evarts’s father’s Belgium “Ritz” who for several years has attended the CHC Volunteer Horse Patrol booth at the Machimoodus Spring Fling passed in his sleep.
Kim Bradley Reports:  
· The CT Recreational Trail Grant round has opened as on Tuesday 9/23/2025. The website provides all information on the grants: Connecticut Recreational Trails Funding
· Grant Informational Webinar scheduled on October 16, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.  Register for the webinar at this link. 
· Grant deadline is on December 18, 2025.

· DEEP and the Connecticut Greenways Council will host the 7th Annual Connecticut Trails Symposium Friday October 3, 2025 at Manchester Community College. This year’s theme, “Connecticut’s Trail Community,” will spotlight how trail users, advocates, and organizations collaborate to shape and sustain the state’s extensive trail systems. Sessions will explore innovative projects, user expectations, and the future of trail recreation in Connecticut. Further event details and On-line event registration for the CT Trail Symposium and tickets for the World Trails Film Festival can be accessed through the CT Trails website: https://cttrails.uconn.edu/symposium/

· New trail CT State Parks signage policy is in development which includes the new trail etiquette signage and universal signage plans.

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  Events Gone By:

No Child Left Inside Events:   
Meg Sautter attended the NCLI for the Dinosaur State Park, Rocky Hill, CT  event on August 2nd  

ROTARY IN MOTION - Bike Event – Charter Oak Park, Manchester, CT  - Meg Sautter brought her horse to this event

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  UP COMING EVENTS - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Equine Affair:    CHC Booth will be there again and we are  looking for help Thursday, November 6th to Sunday 11/9       If anyone can help for a few hours, please contact Carol at 860-836-7746.  

Promoting  CHC: Ann Marie has offered to work on “branding” CHC and promoting our mission. CHC is looking for volunteers to help. 

ANIMAL WELFARE:    Laurianne reported that she had received 3 separate phones from peoples asking how many acres are required for a horse.  Our website has information under zoning regarding this issue.  Also, there is a list of all  towns with links to their zoning regulations regarding land use. 

CHC HORSE 911:  Danielle Borelli sent drafts of “ Barn Fires: What you can do now!” and a Power Point of Horse 911 - Large Animal Emergency Preparedness”.  Laurianne will put these up on the website.

OTHER REPORTS:

CT Greenways Council:   
Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi has been attending the Greenways Council meetings and will be submitting her name for a gubernatorial appointment on the Greenways Council.   CHC and EAC will submit recommendation letters to the Governor.

Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi Reports: 
· The Connecticut Recreational Trail Grant round has opened as of Tuesday, September 23rd.  The Greenways website provides all he information on the grant.  The grant webinar is scheduled for October 16th at 1 o’clock.  You can register on the website.  
· The Greenways license plate at the Dept. of Motor Vehicles gives funding to the Greenways which also has small funding for projects.  If anyone has the opportunity to purchase a plate, it is available
· The report  on the East Coast Greenway is that New Hampshire to Providence is close to completion.  The next big project is the Merritt Trail which will connect New York through the Merritt Parkway.  It’s being designed to go through Stamford, Norwalk, Fairfield on the road mostly) and Greenwich is looking for a designer.
· In the Danbury area, there is the Marjorie Trail Preserve which runs north south at first and then east and west to the New York  -Brewster area.  It’s a nice trail and would be nice to ride.  I’ll have to check the parking.
· Bill # 7160 was passed into law.  It allows for no modifications on the E bikes:   the speed limit is left to the towns and no person under 16 can operate an E bike. A person can be charged with a moving violation riding an E bike and no head gear is required.  The individual towns are left to regulate the E bikes.
· The next Greenways meeting is October 14th in person.

OLD  BUSINESS: 
    
CHC will continue to go over CHC Goals presented to DEEP in 2024: Where are the requests on the DEEP Priority List?
· Horse trailer parking to accommodate equestrians
· Safe bridges to be built that will accommodate horses/emergency vehicle or water crossings that can be designed with minimal impact. 
· Campsites available to equestrians in various parts of the state
· Proper footing put down – Larkin – Goodwin - Airline
·  Signage needed at our Parks and Forests
· Trailer Parking – Gave list of parks and forests that need trailer access
· “Passive Recreation” definition does not include horses 
· Discussion on DEEP policy on Land Acquisition.
Dates to be set with Kim:

· Paugussett State Forest Newtown – Boat Launch – Trailer Parking with  Newtown Bridle Lands: with Yolanda at the DEEP Boating Division at 860-434-8638 or deep.boating@ct.gov
· Cockaponset State Forest with Ruth Strontzer – Possible trailer parking, campsite
· Possible meeting with CT NEMBA
· Forest Newtown – Boat Launch – Trailer Parking with  Newtown Bridle Lands: with Yolanda at the DEEP Boating Division at 860-434-8638 or deep.boating@ct.gov
· Cockaponset State Forest with Ruth Strontzer – Possible trailer parking, campsite
· Possible meeting with CT NEMBA

NEW BUSINESS:  

CHC elections for Officers and Board Members will take place at or December 2nd meeting.  Nomination Committee  members, Carol Birdsey and Laurianne Goulet contacted current members to see if they want to stay on  for 2026-2027.  Nominations were accepted.  Laurianne made a motion to accept the list of Officers and Board of Directors,  Seconded by Vevette Greenberg.  Other members are asked to come forward to volunteer for positions/committees.  

CHC Bylaws – Laurianne and Carol will work on changing  our bylaws to our current meeting dates and adding on participation I meetings by phone or virtually.
     
CHC Meeting Dates:    The next meeting is  Tuesday, December 2nd  at 6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room.  107 Selden Street, Berlin .  We will vote on Officers and Board of Directors for 2026-2027.   A Christmas Celebration will also be the CHC  The public is welcome.

CT Equine Advisory:  The next Meeting is  The next meeting is  Thursday, December 18th  -  6:30 pm – Eversource Community Room 107 Selden Street, Berlin  The public is welcome.

