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The Connecticut Horse Council
                      

December 2, 2025 Meeting Highlights
This meeting was held via zoom due to weather conditions
FACEBOOK:  Current information goes up quickly.  
WEBSITE:  Laurianne updated the website including the front page
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ANIMAL WELFARE:    Discussion on there is nothing under this icon.
 
CHC HORSE 911: CHC  Horse 911- Danielle Borelli’s  power point  is up on the website. CHC Horse 911 – Large Animal Emergency Preparedness  along with an informational sheet “ Barn Fires: What you can do now!” 

NEWSLETTER:  Diane is working on the Winter Newsletter to include any events gone by, 2026 meeting dates, 2026 Annual membership  and the Volunteer Horse Patrol Annual meeting and Open House on March 22ndin Newington

LEGISLATION:   No report
TRAIL REPORTS
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Diane Ciano Reports: 
Kowboy Ken and myself met with Oxford officials and a representative from Joyce trucking regarding getting access to the lot on Christian Street.  The lot is leased by Joyce  from DEEP.  
We discussed how trailer parking for horses can be used again.  There was an incident where a horse trailer parked blocked a truck from leaving the parking area for hours which cost the company considerable money.
We also discussed signage for No parking at the adjadcent lot, closing of the gate at the pull through lot, along with opening up the old trail behind the lot so that horses can safely access the Larkin Bridle Trail - avoiding riding along Christian Street.
A few weeks later, Ken met with Mr. Joyce.  The CHC sent a letter thanking him.  We will work n getting the signs done, perhaps a kiosk and finding  a volunteer group to clear the trail before we let the equestrian community know it’s available for use.
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CHC Officers and Board Members were elected for 2026-2027.  The list will be posted on the website 

Discussion on E-bikes and incident in Newtown.  CHC will work to educate towns on the new law and their responsibility.  Discussion also on issues bike users on the Airline and loose dogs at Machimoodus.

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  Events Gone By:

Equine Affair:    Carol Birdsey reported that it was great to see our members that stopped by at the booth to say hi and renew their membership.  We also have new members and businesses for 2026

OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  UP COMING EVENTS - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

Promoting  CHC: Ann Marie has offered to work on “branding” CHC and promoting our mission. CHC is looking for volunteers to help. 
Diane is working on the CHC Winter Newsletter to include any events gone by, 2026 meeting dates, membership and the Volunteer Horse Patrol Annual meeting and Open House on March 22nd in Newington

[bookmark: _Hlk220854819]ANIMAL WELFARE:    Cathy Latulipe and Jennifer Smith worked on a document for the website, listing CT Rescue farms and those that provide services for handicapped individuals.  We have 22 here in CT.
Cathy Languerand will submit  articles and events for our animal welfare page.

CHC HORSE 911:  Danielle Borelli’s  power point  is up on the website. CHC Horse 911 – Large Animal Emergency Preparedness  along with an informational sheet “ Barn Fires: What you can do now!” 

OTHER REPORTS:

CT Equine Advisory: Our EAC Meeting scheduled for December 18th has been cancelled as our DEEP Liaison, Kim Bradley is not available for the scheduled date.  We will set another date after the new year.
CT Greenways Council:   
CHC is in the process of writing a recommendation to the Governor asking that he appoint Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi on the council to represent the equestrians of CT.  Diane will present a similar letter to be signed by members of EAC.
Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi Reports: 
The Greenways License plate funding has $11,000  - Discussion was on how to utilize this - perhaps a small grant project.
The Merritt Parkway Greenway.  This will be part of the East Coast Greenway. Greenwich is looking to design their section of the trail in hopes that others will follow along with the design.
The CT Greenways Council will be voting on Grant applications and will be planning their 2026 Fall Trails Symposium.

OLD  BUSINESS: 
    
CHC Trails Committee will continue to go over CHC Goals presented to DEEP in 2024: 

NEW BUSINESS:  

[bookmark: _Hlk218171619]Officers and Board Members were elected for 2026-2027.  The list will be posted on the website

CHC Meeting Dates 2026:    
Tuesday, February 3rd, Tuesday April 7th, Tuesday, June 2nd , Tuesday, October 6th , Tuesday, December 1st
2
Adjourned: at  7:36 pm      1. Laurianne Goulet,   2nd Denise Ciano_.    
Respectfully submitted

Diane Ciano	Acting Recording Secretary
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