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The Connecticut Horse Council
                              February 3, 2026
                                    Minutes


FACEBOOK:  Notice of 2026 Membership Drive, Winter Newsletter and Volunteer Horse Patrol Annual Meeting & Open House flyers went up.

[bookmark: _Hlk220854414]WEBSITE:  Laurianne made updates.   Having a problem with Home page that says “2025 membership      
                    She will ask Web  person Doug to help. 
[bookmark: _Hlk189376238][bookmark: _Hlk189383909]
ANIMAL WELFARE:    Discussion on there is nothing under this icon. Jennifer Nadau messaged 4 different websites to be put up under this topic.  Diane will email Laurianne the links

CHC HORSE 911:  Discussion:  On this page it is written:  “Equine Facility Fire Prevention… coming soon”  Should this be deleted  or renamed or is it  Barn Fires What You Can Do Now!!  Danielle will start to look for dates and locations in her area to educate horse people and first responders on barn fire safety

NEWSLETTER: Winter Newsletter was emailed to 2024, 2025 membership along with additional names that were collected that were interested in  CHC.  

LEGISLATION- Reports / Updates:                                                                                                                                    These are from our CT Equine Advisory Council Meeting on  January 8, 2026
· Discussion on E-bikes and incident in Newtown.  CHC will work to educate towns on the new law and their responsibility. Ann Marie & Diane will work on getting this out to towns.
· NOTE: Bill # 7160 was passed into law.  It allows for no modifications on the E bikes:   the speed limit is left to the towns and no person under 16 can operate an E bike. A person can be charged with a moving violation riding an E bike and no head gear is required.  The individual towns are left to regulate the E bikes.
· Discussion also on issues bike users on the Airline and loose dogs at Machimoodus State Park.
· Denise Ciano reports that she still has not heard from Senator Bob Duff on her appointment.  CHC and EAC letters will be sent again asking Senator Bob Duff and CC Rob Sampson (her senator) to address this issue of no appointment for 5th District equestrian representative for this council has not been made.
· Recommendation letters from EAC and CHC were presented at the 1/8/ 26 EAC meeting asking Governor Lamont to appoint Ann Marie Seavy-Cioffi to the CT Greenways Council.  All members agreed. 

Kim Bradley DEEP Reports: 
Recreational Trail Grant Round:
The 2025 CT Recreational Trail Grant round closed on December 18, 2025. Seventy-three external applications and two internal CT DEEP funding requests were received, with over totaling over $ 20.17 million in requests (this total does NOT include an administrative percentage value). The review process has begun; formal allocation of the Bond Commission funds has not occurred and may be requested following application review.

TRAIL REPORTS:  These are from our CT Equine Advisory Council Meeting on  January 8, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk169642359][bookmark: _Hlk184759476]
[bookmark: _Hlk169641804][bookmark: _Hlk162536375]State Park & Forest Trail Reports / Updates:

Diane Ciano Reports: 
Larkin Bridle Trail:                                                                                                                                                                                   We notified DEEP Kim Bradley of our report on the Larkin Bridle Trail regarding the parking lot on Christian Street that was reported to CHC at our December 2nd, 2025 meeting.  




· Kim Bradley:  Suggested we notify Lindsay Suhr – DEEP Land Acquisition and Management Office Director to let her know about this so that when the lease is up - the DEEP can take this over as an official parking lot for horse trailers.  This would also be a time to contact her on the  “Passive Recreation” definition that does not include horses. 

I also talked with DEEP Jeff Dery, Unit Supervisor.  He said that those piles of dirt reported was stoned dust and as it rains and packs down, you’ll see more of the stone dust.  I told him there were some low spots that could use some more and he said when he had time he would do that. He also mentioned about work on the Towantic Hill Rd Hill section and that it needs more engineering to get the water to drain off the trail, but there is talk on getting it done. 

I also mentioned to him about the Naugatuck State Forest parking lot in Oxford. He said there is talk about it but right now the power company is in there. He said to send an estimate and idea of what we wanted on the parking lot. I told him we could apply for a grant if DEEP will approve it.  
DEEP Contact Info: Jeff Dery, Unit Supervisor, Jared Rice (Black Rock SP) and cc Jeremy Hall, CC 

· Kim Bradley DEEP Reports: 
Larkin Trail: CT DEEP staff have been meeting internally to move the design work ahead. SLR Consulting Engineers are officially under contract and have completed detailed technical field work for the trail’s long-term repairs. There will be opportunities for public input, it is worth providing any recommendations for surfacing materials and designs that support equestrian access.

Ruth Strontzer Reports: 
Machimoodus/ Sunrise SP:  The trails appear to be kept in good shape by Ray. Loose dogs are still an issue but the several I ran into the owners had good recall and there was no issue with them and the horses. I had a second sighting of a bear but with the bells on the horses again it moved off in front of us down the trail and then off into the woods. It was in the general area where we had spotted one before. No ear tags that I could see. At some point I’m afraid it will run into some of the off-leash dogs which may not end well.

Wadsworth Falls SP:  Trails seem to be in good shape but there is a massive amount of downed dead wood in the park and there is a potential for a wild fire.  CTRA held a ride there in November and Martin had offered to open the area under the pines for horse trailer parking. I called and made the arrangements.  it worked out perfect the gates were opened prior to the first trailer arriving. With both gates open it became a drive through and there was no backing or turning rigs around. 13 trucks and trailers were parked there which opened the parking lot to the General public kept people away from the horses and rigs and turned out to be a  win for everyone. Pictures were sent to Martin that day of the trucks parked there and a big thank you for offering it. Attaching a couple of pictures to this report.

Chatfield Hollow SP: – The trails and dirt roads seem to be in good shape but ran into a lot of dogs off leash there again.  The covered bridge has been rebuilt but when I was there. It was taped off.

Hurd SP:  What trails I was able to ride seemed to be in good shape  I was there Dec 1st and the main gate  to Hurd was already locked. In the past during hunting season  that gate had been left open until into Jan for hunters to go into the Hurd  in order to reach  the Higganum Meadow WMA to hunt.  Riding in Hurd we found that there  were several trees with damage from beavers on the red trail that runs along the river. So far nothing has dropped on to the trail. Little guy has big ambitions if he is planning to dam the CT River. Note:  The Higganum Meadow WMA shares boundaries with Hurd and the George Dudley Seymore SP 

Meg Sautter Reports: 
For the 3-month period of Oct thru Dec 2025, I did not ride at all. I hiked Cedar Mountain in Newington and did lots of clipping and clearing. Reported the guy living in a tent to the PD. PD told him to vacate. As of January 2026, he is still there.

October 4th I attended the Manchester Rotary in Motion celebration with my horse, Farrah. The purpose is to show that horses, bicycles and walkers can all share the trails. Most attendees stopped to pet the horse and ask some questions.

Meg reported that she walked at Mooween SP and was very pleased with the new parking lot that will accommodate horse trailers.



Vevette Greenberg Reports: 
Larkin Bridle Trail
Rode the Larkin trail on Sunday December 21st. From Christian Street to Wooster. The trail was in good shape. The ladies I rode with were very pleased with the repair we did to the private part of the Larkin Trail at Towantic Hill Road.  We also rode some of the Larkin trails off of the bridle trail. I was surprised we did not come across any fallen trees. We had some high winds just a few days before that.
Big thanks to Diane and Kowboy Ken, They went and met with the First selectman and also ran into a man from Joyce Trucking. He told them the property was owned by the DEEP. I found that funny that the town land records say it is owned by Town of Oxford. Also, that the secretary wanted us to give her all this info so the first selectman could do some research before meeting with us. (which has taken almost 2 years) Clearly he never did, because even he didn’t know it was not owner by the town. The end results are, we can use the lot for horse trailer parking. But they will continue to keep the gate chained but not locked. 

Naugatuck Forest
In October I rode the Naugatuck Forest trails around the reservoirs. They were also in good shape. Met three hunters that told me they were hunting Squirrels. They were courteous and did not shoot while I was nearby.

Danielle Borrelli Reports: 
The only Trail report that I have is for Chatfield Hollow because I went there on Saturday. The main road was mostly clear of snow, although I’m assuming by now it should be fully clear. Some of the smaller back trails (that probably wouldn’t be too good for horses anyway) had tree trees down on the blue and white trails. Buck Road was clear as was the road by the swamp, Schubert Rd. Both were covered in snow and some slippery spots while I was there but again with the warmer temps this week. I’m sure they’re clearing out nicely.

[bookmark: _Hlk194400855][bookmark: _Hlk184765623]OUT REACH / EDUCATION:  UP COMING EVENTS - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

Promoting CHC: Diane Spoke at the Litchfield Hills Driving Club about CHC on 1/16/2026

No Child Left Inside Events:
Saturday, February 7th - Winter Festival at Burr Pond State Park in Torrington, CT  10 am to 3 pm (weather date of Sunday Feb 8th)  This may be cancelled  /rescheduled due to extreme cold conditions this coming weekend.
Saturday May 9th - NCLI and Fish with CARE Families in the Parks Program-Family Fishing Day- at Black Rock State Park in Thomaston, CT  10 am to 3 pm
Saturday August 2nd - Dino Day at Dinosaur State Park, Rocky Hill 10 am to 3 pm

Danielle felt that we need to talk about barn safety for horse barns at libraries, and she has a PowerPoint. Have a checklist for barn owners to use. Guilford, Pomfret, & Plymouth libraries are some, Maybe make short videos on emergency stuff.

OTHER REPORTS:
Jenn Reilly informed us of the Annual Meeting  Presentation on the burning of Mansfield Hollow on March 13th.  She posted the information on our Facebook Page

CT GREENWAYS REPORT: None


OTHER REPORTS:

CHC was notified of  a public Pre-Harvest Site Walk on 1/30/26  at Goodwin State Forest. and Diane notified local equestrians to this if they were interested.

OLD  BUSINESS: 
    
CHC Trails Committee will continue to go over CHC Goals presented to DEEP in 2024 Noted on the EAC meeting notes of 1/8/2026:  Old Business - Follow Up
 
Go over CHC Goals presented to DEEP in 2024: Where are the CHC requests on DEEP Priority List?
· Horse trailer parking to accommodate equestrians. Trailer Parking – Gave list of parks and forests that need trailer access. 




Note: Tonight’s discussion on Cockaponset SF-Weber Woods Equestrian parking, mid-way in Cockaponset S.F., and camping locations and update needed on Goodwin Forest equestrian parking.  
Cockaponset SF. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218943434]Kim Bradley DEEP Reports: Cockaponset State Forest: Weber Woods Parking: I met on site at the Weber Woods parking area with Martin T on Nov. 20 2025. We reviewed the area for potential re-establishment of cut through from main road. Martin expressed concern about the turning radius issues with this proposal, and whether there are alternative options for upgrades in the location for access and sightline. We also visited and discussed an alternative of a new parking proposal for the section forest across the road from Messerschmidt Pond WMA water access. Martin T also noted that it would be beneficial to investigate any potential of acquiring 489 Stevenston Rd. 
Diane will follow up with Ruth to ask Kim for a date to meet with her and Martin regarding the possible parking areas for horse trailers and to view site(s) for a campground..

· Naugatuck State Forest: Parking lot to be expanded to allow horse trailer access                       Diane will follow up with Kim for meeting with her and Jeff Dery, Unit Supervisor, Jared Rice (Black Rock SP) and cc Jeremy Hall, to look at the proposed parking area to be reconstructed to allow horse trailer parking access.

· Goodwin State Forest:  Update needed on parking for horse trailers                                              Diane will contact DEEP Matt Quinn & Eric Gileau, Eastern District Operations Supervisor

· Uniform DEEP Policy for safe bridges to be built that will accommodate horses/emergency vehicle or water crossings that can be designed with minimal impact. 

· Campsites available to equestrians in various parts of the state (Machimoodus & Cockaponset first locations)

· Uniform DEEP Policy  for proper footing put down for multiple use  (stone dust)  

· Signage needed at our Parks and Forests  
· Kim Bradley DEEP Reports: CT DEEP Signage Policy:  An internal trail signage policy for CT DEEP has been internally accepted and with some minor additions will move toward acceptance. The Trail Etiquette sign recommended by Horse Council is included. Signage printing is required.  

Diane will follow up on the goals with Lindsay Suhr Land Acquisition and Management  Office Director 
· “Passive Recreation” definition does not include horses: ( Either list or change to non-motorized)
· Discussion on DEEP policy on Land Acquisition. regarding Larkin and other areas 

Follow up:
· Ruth Strontzer’s report:  Higganum Meadow WMA: – Where they had brush hogged has grown backup and there appears to have more grass than invasive plants, However the untouched portions just continue to worsen. The entire meadow needs to be mowed. Given the location and scope of the meadow I don’t think a controlled burn is possible. Mowing it consecutive years will help knock down the invasive plants. * Discussion on Danielle Borrell’s  earlier report that she made regarding using goats to address the issue.   
Kim Bradley Response:  A letter of complaint/suggestion to the DEEP Deputy Commissioner Mason Trumble and cc DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes, and Justin Davis. 
Diane asked Danielle to work on letter of complaint/suggestion that the meadow is not properly mowed or maintained regularly and ask that the DEEP follow the guidelines already established to maintain and restore grasslands.  And to include a previous letter/report suggesting utilizing goats.   Diane will contact Ruth to help out with this historical area and how it was previously maintained 
Machimoodus / Sunrise State Park: Start conversations of possible dog area with Ray Knoop and Friends of Machimoodus due to ongoing issues with loose dogs.  September 15, 2025  injury to horseback rider caused by dog .  CHC had mentioned in previous meeting that DEEP consider setting aside a large designated area for dogs to be let loose in confined area.
Sunrise - Meadow field (old airplane landing strip) is very overgrown with invasives It needs a controlled burn or to be brush hogged. Kick rail boards installed on bridges.


Dates to be set with Kim:

· Paugussett State Forest, Newtown – Boat Launch – Trailer Parking with Yolanda at the DEEP Boating Division at 860-434-8638 or deep.boating@ct.gov  
Kim will work on setting a date with Yolanda 
· Naugatuck State Forest to view proposed parking improvements.
Can possibly include going to Paugussett the same day? 
· Cockaponset State Forest: Possible trailer parking, campsite to review the area with John G and Martin to discuss trailer parking and camping.  Follow up discussion on access to Weber Woods and Kick rail boards installed on bridges.
 
NOTE: CHC will continue discussion of a possible site for a horse camp and bridges being repaired or new bridges to be built in the future that can also be addressed in the CT Trail Plan that will be revised.  
 Possible meeting with CT NEMBA
UPDATE on CT EAC Website: 2025 Meeting notes and 2026 meeting dates and location to be put up on Website

NEW BUSINESS:  
Diane was notified by Eversource that we need a sponsor to have our meetings here and that sponsor needs to be present at the meetings.  We may have to look for another place to hold our meetings.
Discussion was to possibly hold at the Newington Library.  Meg will check with director on CHC  & EAC  2026 meeting dates and also other options.

[bookmark: _Hlk218171619]UPCOMING MEETING DATES:  

CHC Meeting Dates 2026:    
Tuesday, April 7th, Tuesday, June 2nd , Tuesday, October 6th , Tuesday, December 1st

EAC Meeting Dates 2026:    
March 19th,  June 18th,  September 24th, December 1st,* - *with CHC 

Meeting Adjourned: at  7:40 pm      1.   Vevette Greenburg,   2nd Laurianne Goulet    

Respectfully submitted
Carol Birdsey
Recording Secretary
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